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1A. 14th MCES Joint Communiqué 

The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Territory of Guam, the  

Federated States of Micronesia and its States, Yap, Kosrae, Pohnpei and Chuuk,  

the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Republic of Palau 

Introduction 

The Chief Executives of the Governments of the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, the Territory 

of Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia and its states, Yap, Kosrae, Pohnpei and Chuuk, the 

Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Republic of Palau held their Fourteenth Micronesian Chief 

Executives’ Summit (MCES) in Koror, Republic of Palau, on December 15-17, 2010.  This Summit resulted 

in the adoption of regional programs of action in the focal areas of solid waste management, 

conservation through the Micronesia Challenge and related environmental programs, renewable energy, 

invasive species, health, transportation, workforce investment, communications and tourism.  The 

Summit also moved forward on efforts to develop the Micronesia Center for a Sustainable Future 

(MCSF), making use of an inception grant from the Department of Interior.  The Summit also resulted in 

actions in miscellaneous areas of concern to the sub-region.  

The Summit reaffirmed the commitment of each of the participants, on behalf of their people and their 

governments, to continue to establish closer ties, expand future discussions and agree on beneficial 

initiatives for the benefit of the entire Micronesian Region. 

His Excellency, the Honorable Johnson Toribiong of Palau, as Chairman, expressed his appreciation to 

the Chief Executives and their jurisdictional representatives for their attendance and active participation 

in the Fourteenth Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit.  He also recognized the attendance of many of 

the region’s international diplomats and U.S. representatives, including the Assistant Secretary for the 

Department of the Interior, Anthony Babauta.  Special thanks were given to Ambassador Maggie 

Taiching Tien, Republic of China (Taiwan), for her country’s financial assistance in hosting the 14th 

MCES. 

His Excellency, the Honorable Emanuel Mori, as the Secretary General of the MCSF, also expressed his 

appreciation to each Chief Executive, as well as the Designated Representatives and delegations of each 

Jurisdiction. 

Following the opening ceremonies of the Summit, which included statements by each of the Chief 

Executives, reports and recommendations from regional committees were given, along with 

presentations on a number of issues of interest in the region, as reflected in this 14th Communiqué. 
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Micronesia Regional Invasive Species Council (RISC) 

The RISC Committee reported that cooperation through RISC has yielded significant progress in the 

advancement of invasive species awareness, prevention, and control in Micronesia, cooperation which is 

essential for both regional and local success. 

Regarding recent activities, the Committee reported that the RISC calendar for 2011, an important 

awareness-raising tool, will be completed in December and distributed in early 2011.  The calendar was 

funded by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), and coordinated by the RISC Secretary.  In 

addition, RISC members have supported the development of the Micronesia Biosecurity Plan (MBP) by 

providing local expertise to federal scientists who are completing risk and pathway analysis reports that 

form the basis for the MBP.  The scientific reports are due on March 2011 and RISC will coordinate an 

informal review of these reports by local experts in each jurisdiction.  RISC participation in the 

development process will help ensure that the final MBP will accurately portray priorities and needs 

within Micronesia for restricting the introduction and spread of invasive species throughout Micronesia. 

To plan for the eventual implementation of the MBP, a proposal to develop a Strategic Implementation 

Plan was submitted to the Department of Defense (DOD) for funding.   

The Chief Executives recognized the accomplishments of the Committee and reaffirmed their 

commitment to: 

 Provide a permanent and full-time Invasive Species Coordinator for each jurisdiction;   

 Identify, in writing to the Chair of RISC, two representatives to RISC from each state and national 

jurisdiction;   

 Send RISC representatives to two workshop-style meetings per year, in addition to the Summits, 

to collaborate on invasive species issues and priority actions;  

 Provide a minimum of $2,500 from each jurisdiction to fund RISC’s priority projects, as soon as 

the RISC bank account has been opened; 

 Continue to instruct invasive species coordinators and other appropriate staff to participate 

actively in the development of the Micronesia Biosecurity Plan (MBP); and  

 Support MCSF assistance in funding the strategic action plan and emergency response training 

for RISC members in April 2011. 

In addition, in support of the efforts of the Committee, the Chief Executives signed a letter requesting 

the SPC to fill the position of Plant Protection Specialist for Micronesia in 2011.  

Regional Workforce Development Council (RWDC) 

The RWDC and Pacific Workforce Investment Workgroup (PWIW) reported on their efforts to continue 

to nurture and support the regional economic strategies guided by the Workforce Innovation Regional 

Economic Development (WIRED) principles and Strategic Doing! (Micronesia Works…Shaping Regional 

Talent Development Systems). This approach continues to deliver and update the provisions of the 
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RWDC 5-year strategic plan.  The RWDC and PWIW held a technical meeting in Koror, Republic of Palau 

on December 13-14, 2010 with participating delegates and observers, including the Center for 

Micronesian Empowerment (CME).  Area reports highlighted program updates and workforce 

investment/development strategic opportunities and discussions included council updates and specific 

RWDC recommendations presented for endorsement. 

The Chief Executives took the following actions in support of the RWDC recommendations: 

 Endorsed a follow-up letter to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor regarding the 

status of the MCES Regional Job Corps Initiative;  

 Endorsed the importance of extending training opportunities through the Procurement 

Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) to expand into the region -- This includes leveraging the 

existing PTAC structures that exist in Guam, and including related programming support 

strategies such as the Small Business Development Center through the Small Business 

Administration (SBA);   

 Supported the STEAM initiative that provides for the positioning of the K-12 and post-secondary 

educational delivery systems to support Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Agriculture/Aquaculture and Math talent development skill sets;  

 Endorsed the extension of invitations by the RWDC to all regional Chambers of Commerce to 

support the E-commerce regional initiative and to include active partnering of the Small 

Business Administration and U.S. Department of Agriculture programs and access to program 

resources;  

 As it relates to the Guam Military Buildup, endorsed the expansion of the National Defense 

Authorization Act's area of solicitation to include specific recruitment strategies that allow 

priority to U.S. and Micronesian workers in support of the MCES Micronesia Works interests; 

and 

 Recognized the positive contributions to the MCES RWDC Strategic plan made by certain 

collaborative entities (Center for Micronesian Empowerment and the Secretariat of the Pacific 

Community) and endorsed their resolutions specific to the provisions defined in the 5-year 

strategic plan goal areas and objectives.   

Micronesia Challenge 

The Micronesia Challenge (MC) Steering Committee reported to the Chief Executives that since the 13th 

Micronesian Chief Executive Summit, progress has been made on implementation of the Micronesia 

Challenge.  The Steering Committee provided an update on the election of new officers: CNMI Focal 

Point Fran Castro as Chair, RMI Focal Point Yumi Crisostomo as Vice-chair, and Guam Focal Point Vangie 

Lujan as Secretary.  The Committee thanked outgoing Chair Marion Henry, Focal Point from the FSM, for 

his leadership over the past 3 years.  Palau will host the MC Regional Office and is currently identifying 

an appropriate space.   
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The MC Committee reported that they have drafted a Five-Year Strategic Action Plan for the Steering 

Committee and Regional Office, articulating their vision, mission, goals and objectives, and clarifying 

roles and responsibilities, which is to be finalized by the end of January 2011.  The Committee has 

agreed to reduce annual dues to $10,000 per jurisdiction to be contributed at the beginning of each 

fiscal year.  Charlene Mersai resigned as Regional Coordinator in October to pursue other interests and 

the Committee thanked her for hard work for the past two years.  The Regional Coordinator position 

terms of reference will be advertised once finalized. The MC Committee also reported on conservation 

measures, fundraising and sustainable finance, and communications.  For conservation measures, the 

MC regional database, coordinated by the Office of the Palau Automated Land and Resource 

Information System (PALARIS), is currently being piloted. A workshop on standardizing marine data 

collection and analysis with participants throughout Micronesia was held in Saipan, CNMI in November 

2010, with support from NOAA.   

Regarding fundraising, Governor Fitial presented an “ask” for support for all jurisdictions in the 

Challenge at the last U.S. Coral Reef Task Force Meeting in Guam, Saipan, and Pohnpei in September 

2010.  NOAA is currently working to secure approximately $1.5-2M annually in their budgets as a result 

of his request.  Palau’s Green Fee has raised a total of nearly $1.3 million since the inception of the 

program in November 2009 and the Protected Areas Network Board is being chartered.   

In addition, the MC Regional Business Plan draft is under review by the MC Focal Points and appropriate 

agencies in each jurisdiction and will be finalized by the end of December.  The plan will then be 

presented to the Chief Executives for review and endorsement.    

As to Communications, the Committee reported that Guam and CNMI have initiated the MC Marketing, 

Outreach & Sustainable Support Plan, including the redesign of the website 

(www.micronesiachallenge.org), featuring interactive newsletters to be updated quarterly, and a series 

with episodes focusing on different aspects of the MC.  A Sponsorship Drive will be launched in January 

2011.   

The Committee also provided an update on the MC Young Champions program which includes new 

interns for the CNMI (2), Guam (1), the RMI (1), the FSM (1), and Palau (2).   

The MC Committee then briefed leaders on the next steps that need to be taken to move the MC 

forward, including: 

 Implementation of recommendations for sustainable financing at the jurisdictional level 

identified in the MC Regional Business Plan; 

 Securing additional funding for a regional terrestrial measures workshop (currently $16,000 has 

been secured from The Nature Conservancy); and 

 Collaboration with other environmental initiatives (e.g., invasive species, solid waste, energy, 

MCSF, etc.) 

 Based on the recommendations of the MC Steering Committee, the Chief Executives supported 

the following activities:  

http://www.micronesiachallenge.org/
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 Engagement in bi-lateral and multi-lateral high level discussions to leverage support for the MC; 

 Continued support for policies for on-the-ground conservation and mainstreaming of 

environmental efforts in development plans; and 

 Continued promotion of the MC at the regional and international levels to sustain interest in the 

initiative and help fundraising efforts for both the endowment and ongoing regional work, 

especially at the following meetings: 

 The U.S. Coral Reef Task Force Meeting in Washington, DC in February 2011; 

 The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit in Hawaii in November 2011; 

 The 17th Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC COP16) in South Africa in November –December 2011. 

Regional Energy Committee  

The Energy Committee reported that the Green Energy Micronesia initiative continues to serve as the 

platform for regional response to the issue of climate change mitigation, and in that context, 

jurisdictions continue active on-the-ground Energy Efficiency (EE) and Renewable Energy RE projects and 

research to meet the 20-30-20 Target. 

The Committee also reported on a number of regional information sharing activities, including: 

 The First Polynesia/Micronesia Regional Symposium on Energy Security - held in Saipan (Oct.19-

21, 2010) and hosted by the Energy Development in Island Nations (EDIN) partnership, where 

Palau reviewed its Energy Efficiency Subsidy Program and the Renewable Energy Financing 

Program; 

 The Center for Island Sustainability Conference – to be held in 2011 to launch the Guam MCSF 

Energy Policy Network; and 

 National initiatives to develop country specific energy sector websites for regional and 

international sharing and accessibility energy data, statistics and projects. 

In addition, the Committee noted current and potential funding sources critical to moving forward with 

national and regional energy planning and implementation, including:  

 The European Union – EDF10 North REP funds and installation of country based energy 

specialists for each of the FAS countries; and 

 U.S Government ARRA funds for RE and EE to each of the U.S. Territories. 

The goal of the Committee is to assess how each of these funds can be accessed to support or co-fund 

regional energy initiatives such as the Micronesia Energy Association (MEA). 

The Committee also reported on the Framework for Action on Energy Security in the Pacific, which was 

finalized and adopted by Energy Representatives of each jurisdiction. The Committee acknowledged the 

primacy of National Energy Policies and Plans as the principal mechanism for achieving energy security 

in the Pacific. 
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Finally, the Committee reported that the success of the Micronesia Energy Association requires: 

 Continued engagement with the SPC, the Pacific Regional leader on energy issues; 

 Formulation of a regional energy ‘Road Map’;  

 Assessment of the capacities needed in various jurisdictions, including the MEA;  

 Assessment of available and potential financing options and the development of a sustainable 

financing plan; and 

 A clearly defined partnership-framework with all relevant development partners and 

stakeholders of the energy sector in a coordinated whole-of-sector approach to energy issues at 

the regional level. 

The Chief Executives noted the recommendations of the Committee and directed the Committee to 

continue the tasks necessary to implement their recommendations. 

Solid Waste Management - Pacific Islands Regional Recycling Initiative Council 

(PIRRIC) 

After being provided an update regarding the various projects and conference participations of PIRRIC 

members, the Chief Executives supported the following recommended PIRRIC Committee project 

opportunities and activities in the region: 

 The updating and funding of an internet portal that will allow the uploading of and access to 

waste management related documents for the region; 

 The participation by PIRRIC in a proposed Pacific Islands Regional Recycling workshop hosted by 

the U.S. EPA; 

 The participation by PIRRIC at Guam’s Center for Island Sustainability Conference in partnership 

with the University of Guam; 

 Palau’s hosting of the Pacific Islands Environment Conference in September 2011 in partnership 

with US EPA, Region IX; and 

 The proposed participation by PIRRIC in preparatory meetings for “Rio + 20” to demonstrate 

regional cooperation in addressing common issues regarding solid waste management and 

other related issues. 

Regional Tourism Committee Report 

The Regional Tourism Committee reported that the PATA Micronesia Chapter recently held its 3rd Tri-

Annual Meeting in Guam, December 1-3, with its next Tri-Annual Meeting scheduled for Kosrae in April 

2011.  It is at these meetings that PATA Micronesia Chapter continues to pursue its efforts in regard to 

regional marketing and promotional efforts, providing the following updates. 

 Update #1 – Regional Branding Initiative:  The following have been completed: 

 Development of a Request for Proposal (RFP); 
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 An RFP has been announced globally;  

 A selection committee has been established with members from each jurisdiction; and 

 RFP proposals have been received and reviewed by the selection committee for their 

recommendation to the PATA Micronesia Chapter Chairman. 

The following action steps are pending: 

 Identify funding sources (i.e. U.S. Federal Grants, PATA Micronesia Chapter, Airlines,   

NTOs/STOs, or other private funding sources); and 

  Award of contract to the selected bidder. 

 Update #2 – Marketing Outreach to the Military Market:  With the support of the Micronesian 

Chief Executives, the PATA Micronesia Chapter has been successful with the following marketing 

and promotional initiatives for the 3rd Quarter of 2010: 

 The PATA Micronesia Chapter booth at the GMIF in Guam;  

 On-going creation of package deals for each island destination; 

 The “Wahoo Night” Exhibition by Micronesian Divers Association in October 2010 in Guam 

attended by CNMI, Guam, Palau, Kosrae, Chuuk and Yap; 

 The Navy MWR Travel Fair in October 2011 in Guam with exhibitions by CNMI, Palau, Kosrae, 

Chuuk, Yap and the Marshall Islands; 

 The Andersen Air Force Base Travel Fair in October 2011 in Guam, with exhibitions by the CNMI, 

Palau, Kosrae, Chuuk, Yap and the Marshall Islands; and 

 On-going Print Advertisements in R&R Pacific Magazine by CNMI and Palau. 

 Update #3 – Luxury Cruise Market:  Recognizing the Luxury Cruise business as a highly potential 

niche market for the region, PATA Micronesia Chapter has initiated marketing strategies, to 

include: 

 A Micronesia presentation at the Miami Cruise Conference in March 2011 in Miami, Florida; 

 Micronesia Cruise Association (MCA) definition and membership; 

 Cruise Ship Industry Goals and Strategies, and MCA Five-Year Objectives; 

 Cruise Ship Activity; 

 Developing A Port Profile by each jurisdiction; and 

 Creation of a Cruise Ship Task Force.  

The Chief Executives supported the recommendations of the Tourism Committee and directed the 

Committee as follows:  

 Encourage government partnership in identifying sites for nomination as World Heritage sites in 

recognition of the importance of preservation and sustainable development; 

 Solicit proposals from qualified companies to do a study of the economic impact of the tourism 

industry in the Micronesia region;    
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 Provide support to Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo’s Bill (HR 6015) to require the Director 

of the Bureau of Economic Analysis of the U.S. Department of Commerce to publish certain 

economic data regarding territories, including the Freely Associated States, and  

 Seek the support of their jurisdictions to collectively and respectively finance the active 

participation in Trade/Travel Shows/Exhibitions/Seminars, etc. in key markets.  

Regional Health Committee (HC) 

The Regional Health Committee gave a status report on the crisis of non-communicable diseases in the 

region and on recent outcomes resulting from PIHOA Resolution 48-01, “Declaring a Regional State of 

Health Emergency due to the Epidemic of Non-Communicable Diseases in USAPI”.  This Resolution was 

passed by the Pacific Island Health Officers Association in May of 2010 and endorsed by the 13th MCES 

in Saipan, CNMI, in June 2010.  Since that time, other key organizations have endorsed the resolution, 

including:   

 The 10th Micronesian President’s Summit; 

 The 5th Micronesian Traditional Leaders Conference; and 

 The 51st meeting of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, which identified the NCD crisis 

as the theme for its next meeting.  

The Regional Health Committee emphasized the importance of continuing to align international, 

regional and sub-regional bodies behind comparable resolutions, declarations and commitments that 

address the NCD crisis.  Such harmonization will help leverage and coordinate resources and significantly 

strengthen mandates locally for more effective community-based efforts related to NCD prevention and 

control.  

The Regional Health Committee reminded MCES participants that the world’s fattest countries and 

territories are in the Pacific.  Among Pacific entities, the USAPI rank the highest in obesity and some 

indicators for NCDs.  For all MCES countries, NCDs are the leading causes of death, hospital admissions, 

off-island medical referrals, hemodialysis, disability, and loss of productivity.   Rates of childhood obesity 

are rising in the USAPI, and if left unchecked, NCDs will significantly impede the economic and social 

development of MCES countries.  Non-communicable diseases—including diabetes, hypertension, 

stroke, heart disease, and gout—are lifestyle-related diseases caused significantly by obesity, poor 

nutrition, tobacco use, alcohol abuse and lack of physical activity—all avoidable conditions with a 

coordinated, cross-sectoral approach to prevention.  

The Health Committee emphasized the importance of executive leadership in: 

 Mobilizing resources through policy prioritization;  

 Changing the model of health care from the bio-medical disease model to a more integrated 

environmental approach (the wellness model); 

 Creating a better balance between the care and treatment of disease and the prevention of 

disease and promotion of health, including the balance of resources devoted to each;  
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 Involving the “whole of society” by empowering people, communities and the workforce to 

pursue, possess and apply the knowledge of NCD prevention in all sectors; and 

 Using NCDs to re-frame health systems priorities, e.g. strategic planning, health human 

resources, laboratory strengthening, health data systems, quality assurance, and connectivity, 

thereby providing greater focus and urgency to the development of sustainable and responsive 

health systems in the USAPI. 

The Chief Executives supported the reported efforts of Committee and recommended the following: 

 Continue strengthening the MCES agenda for non-communicable disease: explore strategies for 

encouraging NCD-related priorities among all sectors, including health, trade, education, and 

finance and for integrating NCDs into the overall strategic priorities of the MCES Secretariat, the 

Micronesian Center for a Sustainable Future; 

 Continue to increase knowledge and awareness of the NCD crisis in the USAPI among 

international, regional and sub-regional bodies;  

 Support a cross-sectoral economic analysis of the current and projected impact of NCDs in the 

USAPI and request technical assistance from agencies for this; and 

 Strengthen MCES advocacy for U.S. Medicaid eligibility for citizens of the Freely-Associated 

States residing in U.S. States and Territories, as an important step in NCD prevention and control 

for these individuals -- To this end, invite the newly-elected Governor of the State of Hawaii, the 

Honorable Neil Abercrombie, to the 15th MCES to discuss and coordinate strategies for 

achieving Medicaid eligibility for Compact Migrants.  

Transportation Committee 

The Transportation Committee continues to consider security issues at the airports and seaports of 

member states to meet the minimum International Maritime Organization and International Civil 

Aviation Organization requirements, as well as those requirements of the U.S. Transportation Security 

Administration and the U.S. Coast Guard. These are on-going responsibilities taking into account modern 

sea and air transportation security issues. The Committee also reported on the need to expand air and 

shipping services to all Micronesia islands. The Committee is currently reviewing the outstanding 

proposal to extend the eligibility of Micronesia airports’ for AIP grants.   

The Committee also reported on work opportunities for its citizens as Deck Officers on ships that serve 

the MCES states under Micronesian Shipping Commission licenses to provide Micronesian citizens the 

necessary qualifications for higher levels of licenses leading to marine pilot qualifications. 

Further, the committee noted that new changes to the STCW Convention (International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers) were approved in Manila in June of 

this year and will become effective in 2012.  The changes will allow licenses issued by approved “white 

list” countries to be accepted internationally.  The Committee also reported that the Defense Mapping 

Agency for U.S. Department of the Navy may no longer print nautical charts for the small islands.    
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The Chief Executives supported the work of the Committee and directed the Committee to: 

 Move forward with the extension of Micronesia airport grant eligibility in 2012 and beyond;   

 Continue to work to gain service of Micronesian citizens on ships under Micronesian Shipping 

Commission Licenses; and 

 Further investigate the issue of nautical chart printing and, if appropriate, to request the U.S. 

Department of the Navy to continue this service, as it is critical to the maritime safety of the 

FAS. 

Communications Committee 

The Communications Committee reported that, after significant discussion, it has become apparent that 

the telecommunications issues faced by the Freely Associated States vary significantly from those faced 

by Guam and the CNMI due to the very different levels of technology currently in place and also due to 

the levels of privatization that have been achieved in the latter two jurisdictions. 

The Committee therefore recommended that discussions regarding communications issues between the 

Freely Associated States be transferred to the forum of the Micronesian Presidents’ Summit, that the 

Communications Committee at the MCES be disbanded, and that communications officials support 

other committees where needed in the future.   

The Chief Executives recognized the great significance of telecommunications to development in the 

region, but also took the Committee’s concerns into account and directed that Communications 

Committee be eliminated and that communications issues be dealt with on an ad hoc basis in the future. 

Micronesia Center for a Sustainable Future 

The Secretary General (SG) reported that the MCSF inception award was formally presented by Assistant 

Secretary of the Department of the Interior for Insular Affairs, the Honorable Anthony M. Babauta.  The 

award amount of $494,000 exceeded the requested amount that was submitted by the SG on behalf of 

his MCSF colleagues following the 12th MCES Summit.  The effective period of the contract, which is 

being implemented by the Graduate School, is through June 13, 2011. 

In direct response to the decision adopted in the Joint Communiqué of the 13th Micronesian Chief 

Executives Summit (MCES) in which, “the Chief Executives agreed to send (Designated) Representatives 

to an inception meeting to develop organizational structures, initial program delivery and (further) 

development of a regional strategic framework,” a meeting was hosted by Palau on October 5-6, 2010.  

The “Proceedings of the First Planning Meeting of Designated Representatives” were delivered to the 

Chief Executives and shared with interested parties.  This document provides a thorough summary of 

the outcomes of the meeting and the recommendations made to the Chief Executives, to establish 

workable procedures and protocols for the operations of the MCSF during the period of the DOI/OIA-

funded inception award and thereafter. The document is also available on the website for the 14th 

MCES at www.mcespalau.info. 

http://www.mcespalau.info/
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To address concerns raised by the Chief Executives at the 13th MCES, the Designated Representatives 

proposed a series of procedures and protocols designed to ensure jurisdiction-wide oversight of the 

MCSF inception award implementation and clear decision-making authority of the Chief Executives both 

directly and indirectly through their duly Designated Representatives.  The Designated Representatives 

also utilized a scoring methodology to consider budget authorization recommendations to their Chief 

Executives.  The criteria considered included: 

 Importance (to the MCSF mission); 

 Jurisdictional  coverage; 

 Likelihood of successful completion; 

 Funding leverage (likelihood that success will lead to new funding sources); 

 Urgency; and 

 Linkage to MCES Communiqués and Committees. 

Following the review, the Designated Representatives recommended to the Chief Executives a funding 

authorization level of $357,000 for a range of activities in the categories of (1) Organizational 

Development, (2) Program Delivery, and (3) Regional Strategic Framework and Support to MCES 

meetings.  To date, through the first six months of the MCSF inception award period, approximately 14 

percent of the available funds have been expended or committed for immediate use. 

There remain funds for authorization of additional activities by the Chief Executives for new or revised 

proposals that may be submitted to the MCSF Planning Committee of Designated Representatives.  At 

the close of the 14th MCES, the Designated Representatives anticipate submissions of revised proposals 

for the Regional Invasive Species Council (RISC) training activity and support to traditional and non-

traditional Women’s organizations, conforming to the template format included as Attachment M to the 

Proceedings of the First Planning Committee Meeting of Designated Representatives (which can be 

downloaded from www.mcespalau.info ). 

The SG also reports that funding support was provided to the Center for Micronesian Empowerment 

from the MCSF inception award for partial support to their Conference, “The Untapped Potential of the 

Marianas and Micronesian Workforce” held on October 20, 2010.  A summary of the impressive work of 

CME in coordination with the Regional Workforce Development Council was also presented to the Chief 

Executives. 

The MCSF inception award has also funded expanded assistance by the Graduate School acting on an 

interim basis to provide MCSF Secretariat support to Palau as the host jurisdiction for the 14th MCES 

and the associated committee work.  The direct support provided included logo design, website 

development, and ongoing coordination with Palau’s Summit Secretariat.  During the MCES, assistance 

was provided in facilitation of the Second Planning Committee meeting of the Designated 

Representatives, Communiqué drafting, and initiating structured interviews with Committee chairs and 

selected members.  As follow-up to the 14th MCES, the Graduate School will complete a Procedural 

Manual for MCSF support for MCES meetings to document the process and, presumably, to ease the 

http://www.mcespalau.info/
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burden on future host jurisdictions.  A report of the findings and recommendations from the structured 

interview process with the MCES Committees will also be produced and disseminated within six weeks 

after the 14th MCES.  In anticipation of development of a multi-functional website for the MCES, 

committee documents and historical (archive) materials will be gathered in electronic form. 

Looking forward, and with MCSF decision-making procedures and protocols now fully authorized, the 

Chief Executives have expressed their clear support to accelerate implementation of the inception 

award.  The recommendation by the MCSF Designated Representatives to place a strong focus on 

fundraising to identify sustained sources of support for the Center, establish a physical location, and, 

identify an Executive Director for the Center was endorsed by the Chief Executives.  The timeline of 

these activities should reflect the desire to allow the Graduate School to hand over the functional 

(Secretariat) support role it has been asked to provide on an interim basis.  

The Chief Executives have also encouraged their Designated Representatives to consider further 

suggested reforms and enhancements of the MCES meeting format, committee structure, meeting 

timing and, perhaps a thematic focus, and other matters for consideration by the Chief Executives.  Such 

recommendations shall be informed by the outcomes of the revised approach applied for the 14th MCES 

at the initiative of the host jurisdiction as well as by the report of recommendations coming out of the 

structured interviews undertaken with each of the MCES committees.  The Designated Representatives 

are charged with making these recommendations in time to allow approval by the Chief Executives in 

advance of the 15th MCES. 

Miscellaneous Issues 

Water and Sanitation 

The Chief Executives received a presentation on water and sanitation focused on Integrated Water 

Resources Management (IWRM) within the context of water security and sanitation.  The Pacific Islands 

Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) is currently executing the European Union (EU) funded Pacific 

IWRM National Planning Programme, which is designed to strengthen the governance structures and 

frameworks to mainstream Water Resource Management and Water Use Efficiency (WUE) into national 

planning processes of Pacific Island Countries.  This project is complemented by the SOPAC executed, 

Global Environmental Facility (GEF) funded, project entitled “Implementing Sustainable Water 

Resources and Wastewater Management in Pacific Island Countries” (GEF Pacific IWRM Project).  

Through the operation and planning of the GEF funded IWRM demonstration activities, national 

representatives from Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Marshall Islands identified and 

proposed a common process to facilitate the development of amendments or changes to existing water 

policies and coordination mechanisms in their respective countries.  This process was considered in 

detail during the Micronesian Sub-Regional Water and Sanitation Policy Planning Workshop convened in 

Pohnpei, FSM, from November 8-11, 2010.  A primary outcome of this workshop was the request to 

present the issues of water and sanitation at the 14th MCES.   
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The Chief Executives acknowledged the role of the Pacific IWRM Programme as a technical and advisory 

partner in the development of national water and sanitation policies and the revision of the Pacific 

Regional Action Plan on Sustainable Water Management, and supported the following 

recommendations: 

 To establish a “Micronesian Water Committee” as a permanent working group of the MCES; 

 In this effort, to form a start-up group to be chaired by the RMI comprised of the current IWRM 

Focal points and other cooperating partners as needed to draft the Terms of Reference and to 

report back to the next MCES; 

 That each jurisdiction form National Water Task Forces for the development of national water 

policies and a regional water strategy, including national water outlooks and national 

investment plans for the water and sanitation sector by the 2012 MCES; 

 That each jurisdiction conduct National Water Summits in 2011 in order to launch National 

water policies; 

 That each jurisdiction participate in the review of the Pacific Regional Action Plan on Sustainable 

Water Management;  

 That the Start-up Group/Micronesian Water Committee request SOPAC, SPC and other partners 

to provide technical and financial assistance for improved water and sanitation in Micronesian 

Island Countries; and 

 In support of the UN resolution that Water and Sanitation is a human right, the establishment of 

a “Blue Ribbon Day” in support of a “Water for Life” awareness campaign and that this take 

place annually on World Water Day. 

Communication from SOPAC 

The Chief Executives received the statement provided by the Director of SOPAC which noted that as of 

January 1, 2011 SOPAC will become SOPAC, the Applied Geoscience and Technology Division of the SPC.  

The Chief Executives expressed their appreciation for the SOPAC Council’s support for the recent Forum 

Leaders decision regarding the urgent need to:  

 Sustainably increase the coverage of safe drinking water and basic sanitation services;  

 Finalize the delineation of permanent maritime boundaries; and 

 Expand the definition of disaster risk management beyond that posed by climate change to be 

people-focused, covering responses to health disasters as well as factoring in population growth 

and movement.  

The Chief Executives agreed that the integration and mainstreaming of disaster risk management and 

climate change considerations (especially adaptation) into the national planning and budgetary 

processes was needed. 
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Region IX Federal Regional Council 

Governor Benigno Fitial reported on the meeting recently held in San Francisco by the Region IX Federal 

Regional Council (FRC) and attended by two of the MCES Chief Executives and other representatives of 

the region.  The FRC is a consortium of 19 U.S. Federal departments and agencies with offices based in 

Region IX.  Governor Fitial indicated that the joint meeting of the FRC and the MCES served to 

strengthen relationships and identify cross-agency issues and initiatives to be addressed in partnership 

by these entities.  Governor Fitial also indicated that the meeting resulted in a Joint Statement of the 

Region IX Federal Regional Council and the Micronesian Chief Executives.  In this Statement, the FRC and 

the MCES committed to working in partnership on technical assistance and other mechanisms, as 

appropriate, consistent with available resources and existing authorities, on a range of issues and 

initiatives.   

The Chief Executives recognized and supported the Joint Statement and the potential partnerships, 

including: 

 Grants Management and Transparency of Information; 

 Climate Change and Renewable Energy 

 Sustainable Communities Future; 

 Workforce Development and Training; 

 Improved Health and Education; and 

 Improved Communication and Infrastructure. 

The Chief Executives further agreed to support the Statement’s commitment to coordinate, collaborate 

and work in partnership with the FRC, to achieve progress on these issues and initiatives. 

Region IX Federal Regional Council 

The Chief Executives adopted a resolution expressing the heartfelt appreciation of the Chief Executives, 

on behalf of the people of the Micronesian region, for the contributions of Governor Felix P. Camacho in 

establishing and expanding the Micronesia Chief Executive Summit.   
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Conclusion 

The Fifteenth Summit of the Micronesian Chief Executives will be held in Pohnpei, FSM.  The Chief 

Executives closed the 14th Summit and once again stressed the need to move forward on prior and new 

initiatives. There was also a recommitment by the Chief Executives to the implementation of these sub-

regional initiatives endorsed since the start of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summits.  They agreed 

to greater coordination and communication to accomplish the goals set out since 2003.  They also 

committed to fully integrating regional issues into ongoing governmental planning and budget processes 

within each jurisdiction. 

President Toribiong thanked all the participants for their attendance and attention to these pressing 

issues before the Summit. 
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1B. MCES Resolution 01 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE 14th MICRONESIAN CHIEF EXECUTIVES' SUMMIT  

Directing the RWDC and PWIW 1) to work towards the localized solicitation of Workers during the 

Marianas Military Buildup, 2) align, where appropriate, the STEAM pipeline recruitment initiative with 

the region’s K-12 education partners 3) support the expansion of membership of relevant economic 

development organizations that exists within the Micronesian region, and 4) expand the PTAC strategy 

as part of the RWDC and PWIW Micronesia Works strategic plan. 

Note:  Scanned resolution images included below. 
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25 

1C. MCES Resolution 02:  

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE 14th MICRONESIAN CHIEF EXECUTIVES' SUMMIT  

Requesting that the 30th Guam Legislature table proposed Bill No. 429-30, which would eliminate the 

current exemption from the liquid fuel tax for fuel transferred to a point outside of Guam 

Note:  Scanned resolution images included below. 
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1D. MCES Resolution 03 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE 14th MICRONESIAN CHIEF EXECUTIVES' SUMMIT  

Recognizing the many contributions made by Governor Felix Perez Camacho for the people of Guam, the 

people of Micronesia, and the Micronesian Chief Executives 

Note:  Scanned resolution images included below. 
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1E. MCES Letter 01 

 

A LETTER FROM THE 14th MICRONESIAN CHIEF EXECUTIVES' SUMMIT  

Addressed to the Honorable Hilda L. Solis, Secretary of Labor, United States Department of Labor, 

regarding a Guam-based Job Corps satellite office. 

Note:  Scanned images of letter included below. 
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2.  MCES Meeting Agenda 

 

Republic of Palau 

Ngarachamayong Cultural Center 

December 15-17, 2010 
 

Monday, December 13, 2010  

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Pre-Summit Committee Meetings – Palau counterparts will provide 

venue for their respective committees. 

Tuesday December 14, 2010  

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   Committee/Designated Representatives Meetings on Potential MCES 

Reforms 

9:00 AM   Palau Technical Working Committee requests briefing to H.E. 

President Toribiong 

NOTE: It is anticipated that designated representatives will provide briefing to their respective Executive 

on the progress and details of the MCSF. 

DAY 1: Wednesday December 15, 2010  

8:00 - 9:00 AM Registration 

9:30 AM  Posting of Colors 

by Ministry of Justice  

 Palau National Anthem  

by Malo & Friends 

 Opening Prayer  

by Father Rusk Saburo 

 Introduction of Distinguished Guests and Chief Executives  

by Master of Ceremony 
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 Remarks by current Chair and turnover of Chairmanship to  

H.E. President Toribiong 

 Acceptance by Palau of Chairmanship 

 Welcoming Remarks  

by His Excellency Johnson Toribiong President of the Republic of Palau 

10:00 AM Tea Break/Official Photo 

10:30 AM Review and Adoption of Agenda 

 Remarks by Chief Executives 

 Honorable Benigno R. Fitial, Governor, CNMI 

 His Excellency, Emmanuel Mori, President, Federated State of 
Micronesia 

 Honorable Felix P. Camacho, Governor, Territory of Guam 

 His Excellency, Anote Tong, President, Republic of Kiribati 

 His Excellency, Jurelang Zedkaia, President, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands 

 His Excellency, Marcus Stephen, M.P., President, Republic of Nauru  

 Honorable Wesley Simina, Governor, Chuuk State 

 Honorable Robert J. Weilbacher, Governor, Kosrae State 

 Honorable John Ehsa, Governor, Pohnpei State 

 Honorable Sebastian L. Anefal, Governor, Yap State 

 His Excellency, Johnson Toribiong, President, Republic of Palau 

PRESENTATIONS 

11:00 – 11:30 AM Region IX Federal Regional Council Governor Fitial 

 Review of Events in San Francisco 

11:30 – 12:00 PM Micronesia Center for a Sustainable Future 

 Review of Palau Planning Meeting 

 Reform of MCES Meeting Structure 
o Presentation by Designated Representatives 
o Discussion 

12:00 – 2:00 PM Lunch hosted by Palau 

1. Chief Executives’ Lunch w/Spouse and one technical staff at Palasia 
Hotel 

2. Working Lunch for Technical Working Committee at 
Ngarachamayong Cultural Center 

2:30 – 2:40 PM UN Framework Convention on Climate Change COP16 

Delivered by Sebastian Marino, National Environment Planner 

2:40 – 2:50 PM Pacific Workforce Investment Workgroup (PWIW) 

2:50 – 3:00 PM  Micronesian Challenge 
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3:00 – 3:10 PM  Regional Invasive Species Council (RISC) 

3:10 – 3:20 PM Q & A and Tea Break 

3:20 – 3:30 PM  Regional Energy Committee (REC) 

3:30 – 3:40 PM Health Committee (RHC) 

3:40 – 3:50 PM Transportation Committee (TC) 

3:50 – 4:00 PM  Tea Break 

4:00 – 4:10 PM Regional Tourism Committee (RTC) 

4:10 – 4:20 PM Pacific Islands Regional Recycling Initiative Committee (PIRRIC) 

4:30 PM Meeting Adjourns 

7:00 PM Welcoming Dinner Reception – Palau Royal Resort 

Hosted by H.E. President Johnson Toribiong 

 Master of Ceremony:  Mr. Jeffrey Antol 

Director, Bureau of Foreign Affairs 

DAY 2: Thursday, December 16, 2010 

PRESENTATIONS (continue) 

9:00 - 9:10 AM Communications Committee 

9:10 - 9:20 AM Micronesian Regional Ocean Council 

9:20 - 9:30 AM Miscellaneous Presentations 

9:30 – 9:40 AM Tea Break 

9:40 – 11:50 AM Continue Miscellaneous Presentations 

12:00 – 2:00 PM Lunch Hosted by Palau at Palau Pacific Resort  

Chief Executives, Spouses and one technical staff 

2:30 – 3:30 PM PLENARY 

 Remaining Business 

 Approving the next site for the 15th MCES 

 Review and adoption of Communiqué  

3:30 – 4:30 PM  Closing Remarks by Chief Executives  

 Honorable Benigno R. Fitial, Governor, CNMI 

 His Excellency, Emmanuel Mori, President, Federated State of 
Micronesia 

 Honorable Felix P. Camacho, Governor, Territory of Guam 

 His Excellency, Anote Tong, President, Republic of Kiribati 
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 His Excellency, Jurelang Zedkaia, President, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands 

 His Excellency, Marcus Stephen, M.P., President, Republic of Nauru  

 Honorable Wesley Simina, Governor, Chuuk State 

 Honorable Robert J. Weilbacher, Governor, Kosrae State 

 Honorable John Ehsa, Governor, Pohnpei State 

 Honorable Sebastian L. Anefal, Governor, Yap State 

 His Excellency, Johnson Toribiong, President, Republic of Palau 

7:00 – 9:30 PM Closing Ceremony/Dinner Reception at Sea Passion 

 Signing of the 14th Joint Communiqué 

 Presentation of Gifts to Chief Executives  

 Retiring of Colors  

 Debusch signifying formal conclusion of the 14th MCES 

 Entertainment 

DAY 3: Friday, December 17, 2010 

 Rock Island Picnic – Optional 

 Babeldaob Tour – Optional  
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3A. Opening Remarks by Hon. Wesley Simina, Governor, Chuuk State 

[Greetings] 

On behalf of the People of Chuuk, and the government of Chuuk, and most especially the First Lady and 

I, I bring warm greetings from the people of Chuuk, and greetings for this holiday seasons.  Merry Xmas 

and Happy New Year! I also take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation and thanks to 

President Toribiong and his able staff, and the people of Palau, for such a wonderful welcoming and for 

such a wonderful hosting of the 14th MCES--today, and, I’m sure, in the next few days. Thank you very 

much for everything that you have prepared for us. I also would like to take this opportunity to express, 

on behalf of the people of Chuuk and the government of Chuuk, our sincere condolences and 

sympathies to the families and friends of the Senator who just passed away, as we just learned this 

morning.   

I’m not going talk a great deal about important things.  I just want you to know that my presence here, 

by myself, without any staff, is truly an indication of how much I have valued the works of the MCES.   

You know, when the end of 1999 approached, there were all kinds of apocalyptic predictions, feelings, 

thoughts, as to what would happen when we ushered in the new millennium.  These things did not 

happen on January 1st, or at midnight on December 31, 1999.  And the world, all over, has realized that 

a lot of things--bad things, good things--happened during the first decade of this millennium.  

And we in the Micronesian region were not spared the consequences, or the effects, of those things that 

have happened. Now the question for us as leaders of this region is this:  What do we expect to achieve 

in the second decade of this millennium?  I feel strongly that with this kind of unity, with this kind of 

common purpose, we really can accomplish all the things, in spite of all the events that will happen or 

transpire throughout of this world.  So I feel that the closeness, the unity of our efforts, of our purposes, 

will certainly guide us in the next decade. So for that I would take this moment to at least address some 

of the focus of our MCES.  

I have seen from the past few Summits that I have participated in, that just as we’ve seen the agenda of 

this 14th MCES, most of the things on this agenda are the same things that were on the agenda three or 

four years ago. So I feel that the issue now is not how much we value these issues, but how much we 

want to progress, to move forward, on these issues. And for that I would like to ask this conference, this 

Summit, to really take seriously the focus of our bi-annual meetings. I would like to ask that those 

experts, those of you who are very well-versed and wise in these kinds of matters, to lead us, to direct 
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us, guide us, on how we should make really good use of these two meetings—how we can advance and 

show progress on the issues that we are having.   

I feel that two meetings a year for Chuuk, which is a poor state, we really struggle to come and join you 

in these meetings.  So we would like to return as always from these meetings with a lot of concrete 

things that we can take back to our government, to our people, and show them that this region is truly 

moving forward with these regional and subregional issues that we are dealing with. So for that I just 

want to ask that we look at making our two meetings very focused on things that we should be doing.  

Other than that, I have only two years left but I know Governor Camacho has less than a month.  And I 

feel that some of us will miss this kind of conference and the good things that could happen as result of 

this kind of cooperation and unity that we’ve shown and demonstrated throughout our previous 

meetings, until today. 

And I would like also to take this opportunity to say farewell to our colleague from Kosrae, Governor 

Weilbacher.  I know you will no longer return to office and I wish both Governor Camacho and Governor 

Weilbacher all the best on your future plans and endeavors. And for the unopposed governor of Yap, I’m 

beginning to be very envious of your traditions and your way of doing things, because being unopposed 

in Chuuk is simply unthinkable.  So for that I truly congratulate you, I laud you for your keen political 

maneuverings that made you become unopposed.  And for some of us who are facing election in March, 

I need not speak, otherwise I will conflict myself.  Sorry President Mori.   

But indeed this kind of meeting we should always be guided by the very principles that these 

forerunners of our conference, especially Governor Camacho and your colleagues who started this 

conference, put in place.  We truly thank you for all the foresight that you have put into this conference. 

It wouldn’t be like this, if weren’t those of you who started this, and had the foresight and commitment 

to move forward and expand to include some of us who have just joined. So thank you very much.  

With that I would like to close.  As we know this is a season of joy, because of only one thing, and that 

one thing is that we feel He has risen, that it’s Christmas, the birth of our Lord.  But if we look in the 

bible, I think it’s 2nd Corinthians chapter 9 verse 15, it says; “Thanks be to God for this indescribable 

gift” and that what really gets me, because we think we know what it is--it’s the birth of our Lord. But 

the bible describes it as that indescribable gift. We simply cannot fathom the love of Christ, and for that I 

hope we can share—share in thanking, share in giving, and share in joy.  But at the same time we must 

always be mindful that all of these things are by that indescribable gift. So for that I wish us good luck, I 

wish us a very productive conference.  It is the holiday season and I hope that we can leave here with all 

the good tidings that this holiday season is supposed to bring us.  

For that thank you very much.  
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3B. Opening Remarks by Mr. Steven George, Acting Governor, Kosrae 

State 

[Greetings] 

Thank you Mr Chairman. I share the same recognitions, sympathies and sentiments led earlier by the 

previous speaker, Governor Simina.  

I am not the governor so I have a prepared statement so that I’m not saying anything in contrary to what 

you wanted me to share to this very important meeting.  Let me begin by also recognizing our 

distinguish chief executives of our region, leaders and people of our host, the Republic of Palau, 

members and participants of the MCES working committees, meeting facilitators and planning team, 

friends and development partners of Micronesia, special guests, ladies and gentlemen… 

I bring both greetings and apologies from my Governor, the Honorable Robert Weilbacher.  While 

Governor Weilbacher was unable to attend this 14th Micronesian Chief Executives Conference he has 

encouraged me and counseled me to provide Kosrae State’s perspective and support for the ongoing 

evolution of the Summit process itself and for the numerous important initiatives that he has observed 

and supported over the past four years of his involvement. 

In particular, Mr. Chairman, I would like to express the appreciation of my entire delegation for the 

hospitality afforded us since our arrival in Palau. 

 Governor Weilbacher noted that the topic of the Micronesian Center for a Sustainable Future and 

reform of the MCES meeting structure appear prominently in our host’s proposed agenda.  My Governor 

has also encouraged me to bring up the topic of Committee structure as an item for open discussion.  

Kosrae State’s delegation looks forward to contributing to the dialogue with a commitment to 

consolidate the aspects of the MCES that have proven fruitful over the years while being eager to 

consider improvements to enhance the likelihood of even greater region-wide successes. 

Mr. Chairman, in my role as Governor Weilbacher’s Designated Representative on the MCSF Planning 

Committee, I wish to also thank Palau for hosting our 1st Planning Committee meeting and commend 

your Minister of State for the outstanding leadership he has shown.  Kosrae also greatly appreciates the 

productive ongoing organizational development that is being supported through the Department of the 

Interior’s Office of Insular Affairs-sponsored MCSF inception award.  Many individuals deserve our 

thanks for supporting the development of the MCSF from concept to reality.  More recently we have 

begun to benefit greatly from the capable and collaborative support of the Graduate School as we 
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create the institutional mechanisms that will, surely, enhance the mission of the MCES and add value to 

the work of our Committees. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I wish to express, on behalf of Kosrae State’s delegation,  our appreciation for the 

outstanding preparations that have been undertaken by Palau’s Summit Secretariat.  With the 

impressive work of Palau’s team so evident, we are virtually assured of a successful 14th Summit. 

Thank you very much.
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3C. Opening Remarks by Hon. John Ehsa, Governor, Pohnpei State 

 [Greetings] 

It is always great to be back in Palau since I first set foot here about twenty-eight years ago. I feel very 

fortunate to be part of the development of the Republic in bringing the first computer in all of 

Micronesia, which was first developed here in Palau. That I must cherish. I am always thankful to the 

people of Palau because of things that have happened between our two places, the Republic of Palau 

and Pohnpei.  First of all, I was here when you hosted the Micronesian Games, at which time, you also 

received one of our men who wanted to see the games but didn’t ask to come on the plane. So three 

months before, he set out on his boat. I want to thank you for your hospitality in taking care of him. He’s 

now back home very healthy and he extends his greetings to everybody here in Palau.    

Also I want to thank the traditional leadership for their recently completed Micronesian Traditional 

Chiefs. I apologize for not being able to staff my Chiefs, Traditional Chiefs here, but I understand that 

they went away with much joy and fulfillment from all of what transpired here in Palau.   

Coming back to the agenda, Mr. President or Mr. Chairman, I want to join the sentiments expressed by 

the Governor of Chuuk that we need to set some timelines. And I know it’s going to be very difficult but 

at least it’s something to look forward to. In light of the recently completed conference on Climate 

Change in Cancun, I wonder if some of us could brief us if there’s any outcomes that would be 

applicable, which I expect that we may be appraised of in this conference because we don’t meet that 

often.   

At the same time thank you President Mori for deferring the Center for Sustainable Future to tomorrow, 

because I think there are issues we need to talk about, because I believe that this body, MCES, should 

have a secretariat. Because we need to keep the momentum moving and building, rather than taking a 

break after we meet and then we regroup when we meet again six months or one year down the road.   

So with that, I just wanted to say a short comment and then again thank you Mr. President for the  

warm welcome I and my delegation received from the airport.  I didn’t have to worry about the stop  

signs, I was being driven.  And I had a really nice liaison who is a graduate of COM Pohnpei, so I thought 

that was a strategy to keep me safe in Palau or keep me straight.  

Anyway, thank you very much to everybody. 





 

47 

3D. Opening Remarks by Hon. Sebastian Anefal, Governor, Yap State 

 [Greetings] 

I think I brought to Palau the smallest delegation, with whom we bring greetings from Yap.  We certainly 

would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President, to express our sincere appreciation to you being the 

host of the 14th Chief Executive Summit in Palau.  Having been here for the last couple days, given the 

flight schedule between Yap and Palau, I certainly would like to share with you that we could not really 

tell the difference any longer between Yap and Palau, and the more we come to Palau the more we 

think we should spend more time in Palau.   

The next couple days I’m sure we are going to tackle a somewhat extensive but very interesting agenda, 

and I see that there are a good many challenges laying before this group, many of which we have 

tackled before.  But there remains a good deal of them that perhaps needs more focusing, as has been 

alluded to earlier--and I join the others in sharing the same sentiments.  I think there is a greater need 

for this body to unite and to focus especially on the regional challenges impacting and affecting the lives 

of the people we represent.  

Mr. President, having said a little bit about the agenda, I certainly would like to give time to all others to 

express their input towards the Summit.  Nevertheless, I would be remiss if I did not extend our sincere 

sympathy and condolence to the late Senator that we gave a silent moment to this morning.  He was 

just in Yap only a week ago taking part in the APIL.  Having gone to the Philippines for treatment a 

number of times, and coming to Palau, then finding it very necessary, given his health condition, to 

travel to Yap and to return to Palau.  

Mr. President, we look forward to the rest of today and tomorrow for collaborative efforts on the 

agenda, but at this point in time I surely would like to, once again, thank all the organizers, all the 

sponsors, all the donors, and especially the young ladies and gentlemen who have performed the 

traditional dances for all of us this morning.  If I may, let’s give them a good round of applause. 

Mr. Chairman. Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.  Now you have the floor. 
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3E. Opening Remarks by Hon. Benigo Fitiial, Governor, Commonwealth 

of the Northern Marianas Islands 

[Greetings] 

I’m just going to touch very briefly on the Federal Regional Council special meeting with the Micronesian 

Chief Executives that took place last month in San Francisco.  But before I say that I would like to express 

again that it’s always a pleasant visit each time I come to the beautiful Republic of Palau. And I want to 

extend my heartfelt appreciation to His Excellency Toribiong, for his superb undertaking to host this 14th 

Micronesian Chief Executive Summit especially on such short notice and on behalf of people of the 

commonwealth, my wife Josie, and my key staff behind me, I wish to convey our warmest greetings and 

best wishes to all our regional partners as well as this year’s organizers, participants and guests.  

Just last month, Governor Camacho and I along with representatives from each of Micronesia’s island 

governments participated in unprecedented meeting with Region Nine, Federal Regional Council in San 

Francisco. For the very first time our Island Nations were afforded an opportunity to put a face to the 

many names we have only heard of or seen on communications related to funding, policy and technical 

assistance.  For the members of the FRC, the feeling was very much the same. Not only did we become 

acquainted, but moreover, our government engaged in a meaningful dialogue that involved the ever-

pressing challenges we continue to face this side of the Pacific. I will be discussing this historic meeting 

further as we move around in the agenda.  

As we all know, our region continues to combat our fair share of challenges in today’s competitive global 

economy.  Our remoteness continues to raise barriers in the very areas that we seek growth and 

progress, economic development, climate change, renewable energy and adequate health care. As a 

region, we have all grown familiar with each other's efforts to seek higher standards for our 

communities. This is the embodiment of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit.  It is our regional 

alliance to grow together as one Micronesia. As we begin this summit, we once again breathe new life 

into our commitment to collectively address our pressing issues that continue to inundate our 

respective communities. Together we stand vigilant and ever-ready to achieve our objectives. While it 

has been nearly six months since we convened in Saipan, I am excited to hear of the progress that has 

been achieved thus far by the committees that will be delivering presentations today, tomorrow, and 

the day after tomorrow. Although we have accomplished certain feats together, our region continues to 

face considerable challenges.  

In the CNMI, we continue to move forward on our efforts to address the issue of energy. This still 

remains a major challenge for us. Just this past weekend, consumers saw an increase of 10 to 12 cents 
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per gallon of fuel. This is a significant increase and a tremendous impact given the dismal state of our 

struggling economy. Nonetheless, we continue to explore our options in the areas of alternative and 

renewable energy. Last week, the Commonwealth was visited by Assistant Secretary of Interior, Insular 

Affairs, Mr. Tony Babauta, and a team of experts from National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL).  During 

their site visits, these experts conducted an assessment on the viability of different types of alternative 

energy solutions. Moreover, Assistant Secretary Babauta and I also announced the formation of the 

CNMI’s Energy Steering Committee. This committee will take the lead in planning out the CNMI’s efforts 

to transition our long-standing dependency on conventional energy to the more efficient options of 

alternative and renewable energy. While the process may seem tedious, we remain optimistic that 

there's a bright future ahead of us to secure reliable and innovative solutions to our energy challenges. 

It will take time, but I am confident that we will get there. We have already made a consider progress 

together and I look forward to continuing this partnership as we move ahead in our efforts to realize the 

growth and development of our region.  

I am also looking forward to hearing from the Micronesia Center for Sustainable Future, and I would like 

to hear more about the Center’s progress and plans from the planning meeting that was held a couple of 

months ago here in Palau. The Center will soon evolve into a key movement that will mold the strategic 

and developmental plans of our region. Through the support of the Center we have an opportunity to 

achieve greater efficiency in our approach to tackle the needs of our region.  

We share only two common goals: recovery and prosperity. Our recovery is a process that will be heavily 

dependent on our cohesive ability to improve our infrastructure. Our prosperity will be an end result to 

our successes in reinvigorating our economic viability and becoming dynamic contenders in the world’s 

ever-changing market trends. Through the partnerships we already have in place, we all can recover and 

we all can prosper.  

Thank you. 
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3F. Opening Remarks by Hon. Felix Camacho, Governor, Guam 

Hafa Adai, and Good Morning to all! It is always a pleasure to be here in paradise. And, Mr. President, 

thank you for sharing your culture and the beauty of it with all the participants this morning is much 

appreciated.  

This is my last gathering with the Micronesian Chiefs, and as I look back over the last seven years, we 

began in Palau and we end, at least for me, in this great and beautiful Republic.  So Mr. President, 

Excellencies, fellow Governors, government leaders of The Republic of Palau, traditional leaders, Ibedul, 

members of the Ambassador Corps, Assistant Secretary Babauta, also our special guest from Hawaii, 

welcome, and to all participants.   

It is truly remarkable that we are all here and as I reflect again over the last several years is remarkable 

as to how the different committees has evolved over time to address issues of great concern to the 

regions. We talked about the how it all began seven years ago, and the idea and the principles were 

founded on relationships and service, and how we as family in the Pacific Way can find ways to work 

together for the benefit of our people and our governments.  And it all began initially as the Western 

MIcronesian Chief Executives Summit which was only inclusive of the territory of Guam, the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, the Republic of Palau and the State of Yap which is part of 

FSM.  But over time, and I also want to thank Governor Benigno Fitiale and others who led to the 

inclusion of all of Micronesia. I believe even the American territory of Western Samoa Governor 

Tolafono is now interested on joining our group…so the Pacific family can be inclusive of not just what is 

considered the North Pacific but now also the South Pacific and perhaps all of Oceana. What started out 

as a concept based on family, based on tradition, based on services,  is now evolving into truly a regional 

approach.   I wish you all the best in the future as you continue your endeavors to find ways to help each 

other and succeed.  

This being my last opening remark I beg of you your indulgence to allow me to extend a bit longer, as I 

want to share with you what I considered to be two paradigms of public servants in individuals. A person 

caan wake up in the morning and take the attitude of "it's me against the world." And if you begin your 

day like that, and you live your life as such, it is already adversarial and most confrontational. If you 

begin your day by saying that "you know, I'm a person that is born with certain gifts and talents, and I'm 

actually a gift to any organization and people that I'm involved with," you now begin your life and your 

day with the attitude of service. And I think that's what all the leaders are here for. We are public 

servants, elected at the highest of levels to help our people the best we can with the resources and 

abilities that we have.  
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There is saying that it's not the load that breaks you down, but rather the way you carry it. And I think 

the weight of leadership for all, of us considering the challenges of being remote islands with limited 

resources, is a heavy burden.  But how we carry it makes the difference.   

Earlier today a reference was made to the bible, in a Psalms and I just want point to one portion of 

Psalms 15 and it says "One must walk straight, act right and tell the truth. Don't hurt your friends, don't 

blame your neighbor and despise the despicable.  Keep your word even when it cost you. Make an 

honest living, never take a bribe. You'll never be blacklisted if you live like this.” And I think these are 

some of the principles we must live by.  

So as I said that it's not the load that breaks you down but rather the way that you carry it. I wanted to 

share a short story with you that kind of embodies this, if you allow me. It's called "Finding Your 

Strength," and it relates to many of us leaders.  And every single person that influences another is a 

leader, so all of you are leaders in your own right. And it begins like this,  

There was a monarch, a king of long ago who had twin sons, and there was some confusion about 

which one was born first.  Well as they grew to young manhood, the King sought a fair way to 

designate one of them as Crown Prince. All who knew the young men thought them equal in 

intelligence, in wit, personal charm, health and physical strength. Being a keenly observant King, he 

thought he detected a trait in one which was not shared by the other. Calling them to his Council 

Chamber one day he said, "My sons, the day will come when one of you must succeed me as King. 

The burdens of sovereignty and leadership are a very heavy burden. To find which one of you is 

better able to bear them cheerfully, I'm sending you together to a far corner of the Kingdom. One of 

my advisors there will place equal burdens on your shoulders. My crown will one day go to the one 

who first returns bearing his burdens as a King should.  So, in a spirit of friendly competition, the 

brothers setup together. And soon they came upon and aged woman struggling under a burden that 

seem far too heavy from her fair body. So one of the boys suggested that they stop to help her; the 

other brother protested and said, ‘We have a burden of our own to worry about. Let us be on our 

way.’ The objector brother hurried on while the other stayed behind to give aid to the aged and old 

woman. Along the road, from day to day, he found others who also needed help. A blind man took 

him miles out of his way and a layman slowed him to his cripples walk. Eventually, he did reach his 

father’s advisor, where he secured his own burden and started home with his safely on his 

shoulders. When he arrived at the palace, his brother, the objector, met him at the gate greeting his 

with dismay, then he said, ‘I don't understand! I told our father the burden was too heavy to carry. 

How did you do it?’ The future King replied thoughtfully, ’I supposed when I helped others carry 

their burden, I found this strength to carry my own.’  

And so, all of us have had many burdens to carry, but it is in the service of others that we will find the 

strength to carry our own in our leadership.  

I used that as a segue into what I had presented in San Francisco. I recognized the individual from the 

Office of Economic Adjustment, Department of Defense, that had been very instrumental in providing 

the Territory of Guam the funding and resources to understand the burden of this eventual military 
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build-up.  As an island without the experience or capacity having dealt with such an endeavor, I realized 

that I could not navigate my way without proper advice and help. And my prayers were answered in the 

form of a man named Gary Kouravara.  I properly honored him with an award called the “Ancient Order 

of the Chamorro”.  And that award is significant of others from offshore who have come to our island to 

help our people in a ways that we could not imagine. It's an honor bestowed by me, as governor, on 

others and signed by legislative speakers to designate and honor such an individual.  

But today, I would like to also recognize two others that had come to my aid in my time as governor as 

consultants to try and navigate our way and understand the intricacies and complexities of a military 

build-up.  And today, I'm honored to present the Ancient Order of the Chamorro to two individuals from 

Matrix Design Group, Celeste Werner and Mike Hrapla. Can you please come forward and receive the 

award.   

And with that, I thank you very much.
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3G. Opening Remarks by His Excellency Emanuel Mori, President, 

Federated States of Micronesia 

 [Greetings] 

I want to join the previous speakers in expressing our deep gratitude to President Toribiong and the 

people of Palau for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to us since our arrival at the airport last 

night. Like so many of our previous speakers, I always feel like I am home being in Palau. I have so many 

friends here with whom we share hardships at Xavier High School.  So I have this ability with the young 

boys and now their distinguished officials of Palau. We went through hardships at Xavier High School but 

I'm very grateful that the rewards are very big.  One of them is Dr Yano who is now a high official in the 

administration.  

Governor Camacho, I want to thank you very much. You have contributed so much to the Summit and to 

the entire region. Being a gracious host to our FSM citizens in Guam, I want to thank you very much, not 

only for the FSM citizens but the Micronesian citizens as well. That goes to Governor Fitial as well, who is 

also hosting a lot of Micronesian brothers and sisters. And to President Toribiong who is also hosting a 

good number  of FSM citizens, especially students.  It just shows the sharing and love toward our 

Micronesian region for those of us who are in need of being helped by those who have means. So I want 

to continue to thank you for your contributions.  

Truly, we’re going to miss your friendship, your contributions, active participation in the discussions that 

taken us to where we are right now. But we still have so many challenges ahead of us. And only through 

collective cooperation can we resolve some of these very big and important challenges. One of them is 

the Center. And I thank all those who are working behind the scenes, to make progress that we don't 

even know.  I want to thank you very much for helping the Center.  And because I am the current 

Secretary General, I want to focus on that. We have so many challenges and we need to talk about some 

kind of reforms on the way we conduct business during the Summit. For the Federated State of 

Micronesia we really cannot afford to meet four times a year. We bring a lot of people who participate 

in the various committees. So I would like to see some kind of change to the way we conduct business. 

Perhaps if I could suggests maybe twice a year, and also cutting down the number of committees that 

will be making presentations, until we can see some tangible progress. Those are just suggestions 

because we really need to make progress, tangible progress.  

I, of course, thank Governor Fitial for hosting us last time and now President Toribiong. I thank you very 

much, but I think we need to see results of these meetings. So I hope during this meeting we will be able 

to discuss these difficult and challenging issues. That is the reason why I have requested that we defer 
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the agenda for today until tomorrow on the Micronesia Center for a Sustainable Future, and I thank you 

very much for agreeing that we defer it until tomorrow.  

I don't want to talk too much because most of the important things have been said and I want to close 

by again thanking Governor Camacho for his contributions, active participation and hosting our many 

citizens in Guam.  Governor Weilbacher is not here, but I also, on our behalf thank him because he's 

going out also as governor of Kosrae.  

I need your prayers because I have an election in March.  This could be my last meeting also, so I want to 

thank you very much for this opportunity.
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3H. Opening Remarks by His Excellency Jurelang Zedkaia, President, 

Republic of the Marshall Islands 

[Greetings] 

Two weeks ago my mother passed away.  And at that time I was thinking of spending some time with my 

family and my brothers and sisters since I am the oldest. But I thanked him for encouraging me to come 

to this very important Summit, and also to join my fellow leaders from all over Micronesia, all the 

regions.  So I bring you one greetings and yokwe from the people and the Government of the Republic 

of Marshall Islands.   

At the outset, I want to thank His Excellency, President Johnson Toribiong and the people of Palau for 

their generosity in hosting this 14th Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit. I am also honored and 

privileged to join you here today as we continue to discuss areas of mutual interest to us, as individual 

countries and as a region in the Pacific.  

My fellow executives, this forum has resulted in productive dialogue among our countries. We have 

discussed many administrative, social, economic and other major issues confronting our people. We 

have achieved much in the MCES and I appreciate the cooperation and collaboration we have 

collectively demonstrated to address the aforesaid issues so as to improve our way of life. The RMI has 

committed to progress on issues of regional imprudence. As you may be aware, the RMI is currently 

implementing various programs and projects relating to improve water and sanitation given that this 

constitutes one of the final issues facing the region of the world today. We appreciate FSM and Palau 

support on this endeavor as well as MCES consideration of including the issue and the establishment of 

an Environment, Water and Sanitation working group in the MCES. I am hopeful that the final discussion 

of this agenda will make this proposal a reality.  

Fellow executives, in closing, I again offer my appreciation to his Excellency President Toribiong and the 

people of Palau for hosting this 14th MCES. I'm looking forward to a productive and successful meeting. 

Finally, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. 

Thank you. 
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3I. Opening Remarks by His Excellency Johnson Toribiong, President, 

Republic of Palau 

[Greetings] 

Today, Palau is honored and blessed to have so many leaders from across the Pacific to converge on our 

island to address issues of great concern to us as a region, from climate change, to transportation, to 

health, to the preservation of our environment, and others.  Coming together sends a message to the 

world that we occupy a great and strategic region of the world, ranging from the Marshall Islands to the 

East, to the Western-most island Nation of Palau. In our personal life, in our political life, we have to 

make decisions at every step of the way.  So as we gather here today, it's our responsibility to make the 

right decisions concerning the challenges ahead. Our obligation is to improve the living standard, indeed 

the quality of life, of our people. So in this context, I would like to convey my special recognition of those 

who have been so generous and supportive of our island nations and states. And this comes from our 

friends and allies around the world. 

 We in Micronesia, share a common history, a history which brought us into a special relationship with 

the United States. And for that we are most thankful.  So let me begin by expressing the gratitude of the 

people of Palau to the United States, to her Excellency Helen Patricia Reed-Rowe, to Assistant Secretary 

of Interior Tony Babauta, to the Governor of Guam--first, for being such gracious host to our people who 

live in the territory of Guam and in the United States.  Many reside in the beautiful State of Hawaii. At 

this time we have amongst us, a State Senator who is here from the State of Hawaii. I'd like to thank you 

for being such a gracious host to many of our people who live in Hawaii.  

In this context, I'd like to thank the honorable delegate from Guam, Madeline Bordallo, for being so 

supportive of the cause of our people, especially during the Compact review period. She has sent letters 

of support to key leaders in the United States and US Congress. In the state of Hawaii, we have Senator 

Inouye and Akaka who have been most supportive of the cause and the best interest of the Palauan 

people.  So I want to thank the United States.  Guam and CNMI are members of the American political 

family. To her Excellency, Patricia Helen Reed-Rowe, the Micronesian States, the Freely Associated 

States of the FSM, the Marshall Islands and Palau, in my opinion are members of the American extended 

political family.  And I thank Ben Fitial and Governor Camacho for attending the council in Region 9 in 

San Francisco and thank Secretary Babauta for his support. Secretary, I thank you for travelling 

thousands of miles, across many time zones, to come to Palau to show your support. We consider your 

presence as an indication of the United States’ commitment to help our countries. Thank you very much. 
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I’d also like to express our profound gratitude to his Excellency Yoshiyuki Sadaoka, an ambassador from 

Japan to Republic of Palau, the very first full Ambassador to be appointed to reside in Palau. Japan has 

been such a gracious and generous friend of Palau. They have done so much for us, and for that, I thank 

Japan. Let’s give them a round of applause.  

Today we are also fortunate to have amongst us her Excellency, Susan Cox, the Ambassador from 

Australia to the Republic of Palau, to the Republic of Marshall Island and Federated States of Micronesia.  

She’s stationed there and she is making her last trip to Palau to say farewell to us. They have done so 

much for us, and they have established close and friendly ties between your country and the Islands in 

the Pacific.  Madam Ambassador we thank you very much for your country’s support and for your warm 

friendship with our people. Let’s give her a round of applause.  

I’d also like to recognize honorable Romulo Velasco representing the Ambassador of the Republic of the 

Philippines, our closes Metropolitan neighbor. We share so much with Republic of the Philippines from 

labor force to education, to medical care. We thank the Philippines for being a close neighbor and a 

friend. Let’s give the Philippines a round of applause.  

We are so fortunate to have so many friends around the world to be friend our small nations. Our 

culture was shaped in fashioned, by our Island environment, by our interactions.  Today we are blessed 

that we have so many generous friends from all over the world. I would like to give special recognition 

to the Ambassador to the Republic of Palau from the Republic of China.  Please stand up and be 

recognized.  Before I was elected President I was appointed the first Ambassador to the Republic of 

China, Taiwan. I learned so much from them and I would like to say that without their support, along 

with others, Palau, and most of us, would not be where we are today. And today I’d like to give special 

thanks to her Excellency, because when you choose Palau to be the venue for this conference instead of 

the State of Kosrae, we had to find funding for this conference.  It would be remiss for me not to publicly 

acknowledge the special support from the Republic of China, in the form of $50,000 grant to underwrite 

the cost of this conference.  And for that we are most grateful, your Excellency.   

I have heard wonderful words from all of you and to his Excellency President Zedkaia, I want to convey 

our condolences to you and to your family form the passing of your mother.  And to the Governor of 

Guam, I wish you all the best as you exit from the heat of public life.  And to his Excellency President 

Mori, I wish you all the best, and may the best man win, and you’re the best.  

Thank you and may God bless this conference. Thank you very much for being such wonderful guests.   
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4B1. Pacific Workforce Investment Workgroup (PWIW) Committee 

Report 

 

Summaries: 

The RWDC and PWIW delegates continue to nurture and support the regional economies strategies 

guided by the established Workforce Innovation Regional Economic Development (WIRED) principles 

and Strategic Doing!. Micronesia Works…Shaping Regional Talent Development Systems localizes good 

jobs for everyone as the signature framework for defining and guiding the RWDC workforce demand, 

supply. and training priority strategic areas. This approach continues to deliver and update the 

provisions of the RWDC 5-year strategic plan. The RWDC and the Pacific Workforce Investment 

Workgroup (PWIW) delegates held its technical meetings  in Koror, Republic of  Palau  on December 13-

14, 2010.  

Presiding RWDC Chair, Josephine Ulengchong, convened the RWDC/PWIW meeting sessions with 

participating delegates (Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Palau, and Republic of the 

Marshalls, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, and Guahan, Secretariat of the Pacific 

Community,  and observers:  Center for Micronesian Empowerment (CME).  Area reports highlighted 

program updates and workforce investment/development strategic opportunities.  
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Detail discussions are provided in the RWDC/PWIW meeting sessions. In these discussions, promoting 

the RWDC regional workforce right jobs signature embraces the desired pacific regionalism charter and 

periodic alignment and updates to the plan.  The recommended provisions represent the council 

updates that may be of interest to the Chief Executives and specific RWDC recommendations presented 

for endorsement. 

The following recommendations include: 

1. As it relates to the 13th MCES recommendations, the RWDC recommends that the MCES 
prepares a follow-up letter to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor regarding the 
status of the MCES Regional Job Corps Initiative.  

2. The RWDC/PWIW continues to endorse the importance of extending the training opportunities 
for Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) to expand into the region.  This includes 
leveraging the existing PTAC structures that exist in Guam, as well as including related 
programming support strategies i.e. Small Business Development Center through the Small 
Business Administration (SBA).   

3. The RWDC's "STEAM" initiative provides for the positioning of the K-12 and post-secondary 
educational delivery systems to support Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Agriculture/Aquaculture and Math in response to the 21st Century talent development skill sets. 
The RWDC recommends MCES to continue reinforcing the STEAM initiative across all levels of 
the learning continuum. 

4. The RWDC/PWIW recognizes self-employment as a workforce outcome, therefore promotes and 
endorses the ideals of entrepreneurship as defined in the 5-year strategic plan. The 
RWDC/PWIW continues to promote the regional branding of the Made-in-Micronesia strategy. 
The RWDC/PWIW recommends extending invitations to all regional Chamber of Commerce 
organizations to support the E-commerce regional initiative and to include active partnering of 
the Small Business Administration and U.S. Department of Agriculture programs and access to 
program resources.   

5. As it relates to the Guam Military Buildup, the RWDC/PWIW recommends expanding the NDAA's 
area of solicitation to include specific recruitment strategies that allow U.S. citizens and 
Micronesian workers to be the order of priority in support of the MCES Micronesia Works 
interests. 

6. The RWDC/PWIW recommends endorsing the resolutions provided by the collaborative entities 
(Center for Micronesian Empowerment and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community) specific to 
the provisions defined in the 5-year strategic plan goal areas and objectives.  The RWDC/PWIW 
recognizes the positive contributions to the MCES RWDC Strategic plan and respects the 
sensitivities and collaborative interests of each area, while promoting the Micronesia Works! in 
the right way. 

Republic of Palau: 

Josephine Ulengchong, Palau WIA Office 

Elmera Syozitaro, Palau Department of Labor 

Vincent Ito, Palau Community College 

Kenny Reklai, Koror State Youth Council 
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Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands: 

Edith DeLeon Guerrero, CNMI Workforce Investment Agency 

Federated States of Micronesia: 

Grilly Jack, College of Micronesia FSM 

Iromy Bruton, Department of Education, Chuuk 

Bersita Elimo, Department of Education, Chuuk 

Gerson Jackson, FSM Consul General 

Guam: 

Peter Barcinas, Guam Workforce Investment Board 

Maria Connelley, Guam Department of Labor 

Martha Rubic, Guam Department of Labor 

Joleen Santos, Guam Department of Labor 

Republic of the Marshall Islands: 

Marie Maddison, National Training Council 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC): 

Amena Youvali, SPC Regional Office-FSM Pohnpei 

Center for Micronesian Empowerment: 

Jay Merrill, Board Member 

Mike Ghiglione, CME Executive Director
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4B2. Pacific Workforce Investment Workgroup (PWIW) Presentation  
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4C1. Micronesia Challenge Committee Report 

Since the 13th Micronesian Chief Executive Summit, solid progress has been made on implementation of 

the Micronesia Challenge.  The MC Steering Committee provided an update on the election of new 

officers with CNMI Focal Point Fran Castro as the new Chair, RMI Focal Point Yumi Crisostomo as the 

new Vice-chair, and Guam Focal Point Vangie Lujan as the new Secretary.   Palau has confirmed that 

they will host the MC Regional Office and is currently identifying an appropriate space.  The MC 

Committee also developed a draft 5-year Strategic Action Plan for the Steering Committee and Regional 

Office, articulating their vision, mission, and goals and objectives, and clarifying roles and 

responsibilities, to be finalized by the end of January 2011.  The MC Committee has agreed on reducing 

the annual dues to $10,000 per jurisdiction to be contributed at the beginning of each fiscal year.  In 

addition, Charlene Mersai resigned as Regional Coordinator in October to pursue other interests and the 

Committee thanked her for hard work on the position for the past two years.  The Regional Coordinator 

position terms of reference (TOR) are currently being refined and once finalized the position will be 

advertised.  

The MC Committee also reported on conservation measures, fundraising and sustainable finance and 

communications. For conservation measures, the MC regional database coordinated by the Office of the 

Palau Automated Land and Resource Information System (PALARIS) is currently being piloted and a 

workshop on standardizing marine data collection and analysis with participants throughout Micronesia 

was held in Saipan, CNMI in November 2010, with support from NOAA.  In terms of fundraising, 

Governor Fitial presented an “ask” for support for all jurisdictions in the Challenge at the last U.S. Coral 

Reef Task Force Meeting held in Gum, Saipan, and Pohnpei in September 2010 and NOAA is currently 

working to secure approximately $1.5-2M annually in their budgets as a result of his request.  Palau’s 

Green Fee has brought in a total of nearly $1.3 million since inception of the program in November 2009 

and the Protected Areas Network Board is in the process of being chartered.  In addition, the MC 

Regional Business Plan draft is currently under review by the MC Focal Points and appropriate agencies 

in each jurisdiction and will be finalized by the end of December.  The plan will then be presented to the 

Chief Executives for review and endorsement.   And finally, for communications, Guam and CNMI have 

initiated the MC Marketing, Outreach & Sustainable Support Plan, including the redesign of the website 

(www.micronesiachallenge.org), featuring interactive newsletters to be updated quarterly and a series 

with episodes focusing on different aspects of the MC.  A Sponsorship Drive will be launched in January 

2011.  The Committee also provided an update on the MC Young Champions program which includes 

new interns for  CNMI (2), Guam (1), RMI (1), FSM (1), and Palau (2).  The Young Champions from Palau, 

Demei Yobech and Youri Ito, presented on their work with the Micronesian Shark Foundation to 

produce photo I.D. shark clips and a Shark Comic Activity Book, the tree and clam planting activities they 

http://www.micronesiachallenge.org/
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coordinated as part of the Global Work Party with the 350 Organization, a global movement committed 

to the problem of climate change, and their new projects with the Palau International Coral Reef Center 

and Palau Conservation Society.  

The MC Committee then briefed leaders on the next steps that need to be taken to continue to move 

the MC forward, including: 

 Implementation of recommendations for sustainable financing identified in MC Regional 

Business Plan, at the jurisdictional level; 

 Securing additional funding for regional terrestrial measures workshop (currently $16,000 has 

been secured from The Nature Conservancy); 

 Collaboration with other environmental initiatives (e.g., invasive species, solid waste, energy, 

MCSF, etc.) 

Based on the recommendations of the MC Steering Committee, the Chief Executives directed the 

following actions to ensure that the Micronesia Challenge continues its momentum to provide 

significant benefits to the people of our region:  

 Engaging in bi-lateral and multi-lateral high level discussions to leverage support for MC 

 Continuing to promote the MC at regional and international levels to sustain interest in the 

initiative and help fundraising efforts for both the endowment and ongoing regional work, 

especially at the following meetings: 

o US Coral Reef Task Force Meeting in Washington, DC in February 2011 
o Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Hawaii in November 2011 
o 17th Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change y 

(UNFCCC COP16)  in South Africa in November –December 2011 

 Continuing to support policies for on-the-ground conservation and mainstreaming of 

environmental efforts in development plans 
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4C2. Micronesia Challenge Presentation 
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4D1. Regional Invasive Species Council (RISC) Committee Report 

Background 

The mission of the RISC is: “To reduce the likelihood of introduction of invasive alien species to islands 

across the region and to control or, when feasible, rid our islands of existing invasions through 

coordination of efforts throughout the Western Pacific.”  As noted in previous reports, cooperation 

through RISC has yielded significant progress in the advancement of invasive species awareness, 

prevention, and control in Micronesia; this regional cooperation is essential for both regional and local 

successes. 

Accomplishments Since the 13th Summit: 

The RISC met December 13th and 14th, 2010, to prepare for the 14th Micronesian Chief Executives’ 

Summit (MCES).  At this meeting, the Chair of the RISC rotated from the Kosrae to Pohnpei.  The 

incoming Chair is Kadalino Lorens, iStop Chairman.  RISC thanked Steven George for his excellent work 

and leadership of the RISC during the previous year.  RISC also congratulated Bejay Obispo (Pohnpei) as 

the new Vice-Chair, and elected Diane Vice (Guam) as Secretary/Treasurer. 

The RISC calendar for 2011, an important awareness-raising tool, will be completed in December and 

distributed in early 2011.  The calendar was funded by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), 

and coordinated by the RISC Secretary. 

Letters from the Micronesia Chief Executives and RISC were sent requesting support from US National 

Invasive Species Council (NISC) for a full-time NISC-funded position within Micronesia to assist with 

coordination of invasive species efforts in Micronesia. 

RISC members have supported the development of the Micronesia Biosecurity Plan (MBP) by providing 

local expertise to federal scientists who are completing the risk and pathway analysis reports that form 

the basis for the MBP.  The scientific reports are due March 2011 and RISC will coordinate an informal 

review of these reports by local experts in each jurisdiction.  RISC participation in the development 

process will help ensure that the final MBP will accurately portray priorities and needs within Micronesia 

for restricting introductions and spread of invasive species throughout Micronesia. 

In order to plan for the eventual implementation of the MBP, a proposal to develop a Strategic 

Implementation Plan was submitted to DOD for funding.  The Chief Executives can ensure the most 

benefit from this plan by instructing their invasive species coordinators and other appropriate staff to 

actively support the MBP and its implementation. 
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Individual member accomplishments are described in the attached member reports. 

Recommendations: 

We recommend that the members of the 14th Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit include the 

following in their communiqué: 

 The Chief Executives reaffirm their commitment to provide a permanent and full-time Invasive 

Species Coordinator for each jurisdiction. 

 The Chief Executives reaffirm their commitment to identify, in writing to the Chair of RISC, two 

representatives to RISC from each state and national jurisdiction. 

 The Chief Executives reaffirm their commitment to send RISC representatives to two workshop-

style meetings per year, in addition to the Summits, to collaborate on invasive species issues and 

priority actions. 

 The Chief Executives reaffirm their commitment to provide a minimum of $2,500 from each 

jurisdiction to fund RISC’s priority projects, as soon as the RISC bank account has been opened. 

 The Chief Executives agree to continue to instruct their invasive species coordinators and other 

appropriate staff to participate actively in the development of the Micronesia Biosecurity Plan 

(MBP). 

 The Chief Executives agree to sign a letter requesting SPC to fill the position of Plant Protection 

Specialist for Micronesia in 2011. 

 The Chief Executives agree to sign letter of support to MCSF for funding strategic action plan 

and emergency response training for RISC members in April 2011. 
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4D2. Regional Invasive Species Council (RISC) Presentation 
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4E1. Regional Energy Committee Report 

Since the 13th MCES held in CNMI (June 2010) the Regional Energy Committee has moved forward with 

the directives set forth by the Chief Executives to which we are pleased to report on: 

 Green Energy Micronesia (GEM) initiative 

Recognizing that the GEM initiative remains our regional vision and platform in addressing 

mitigation to climate change, the REC is pleased to report the 

1. Continuous full support and advocacy that has been voiced and documented at the 

National, Regional and International arenas. 

2. Active on-the-ground EE & RE projects and research being implemented by all jurisdictions 

to meet the 20-30-20 Target. 

 Information sharing; peer to peer exchanges regarding innovative mechanisms 

1. 1st Polynesia/Micronesia Regional Symposium on Energy Security - held in Saipan (Oct.19-21, 

2010) and hosted by the Energy Development in Island Nations (EDIN) partnership.  

a. Where Palau was invited to present and share the success stories of the Energy 

Efficiency Subsidy Program and the Renewable Energy Financing Program which is a 

collaborative effort amongst the Palau Energy Office, Palau National Development Bank 

and Palau Public Utilities corp. to promote accessibility and deployment RE and EE 

technology through cost effective financing mechanisms. 

2. Center for Island Sustainability Conference – to be held in 2011 “Launching the Guam MCSF 

Energy Policy Network. 

3. National initiatives to develop country specific energy sector websites for regional and 

international sharing and accessibility energy data, statistics and projects. 

 Financial and Technical support to the energy sectors  

1. European Union – EDF10 North REP funds and installation of country based energy 

specialists for each of the FAS countries. 

2. U.S Government ARRA funds for RE and EE to each of the U.S. Territories. 

o Goal is to assess how each of these funds can be tapped to support or co-fund regional 
energy initiatives such as the Micronesia Energy Association (MEA). 

 Framework for Action on Energy Security in the Pacific 

1. Finalized and adopted by distinguished Energy Ministers and/or Energy Representatives of 

each Pacific Island Country and Territory (PICT) as members to the Secretariat to the Pacific 

Community (SPC). 
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2. Acknowledges the primacy of National Energy Policies and Plans as the principal means for 

achieving energy security in the Pacific. 

 Micronesia Energy Association 

1. The Committee continues to be guided by the mandate placed upon us by previous MCES 

and the 10th MPS, noting the importance of strengthening energy coordination on a regional 

approach through the Micronesia Energy Association (MEA).  

2. We continue to remain in engaged consultation with SPC, as the Pacific Regional Leader on 

Energy Issues, to assist us, as agreed to by the Presidents at its 10th Micronesia Presidents 

Summit held in Koror, Palau, identifying the following key activities that will make up the 

appropriate model of the MEA: 

a. Formulation of a ‘Road Map’  

b. Formulation of a Terms of Reference (ToR); 

c. Assessment of the capacities needed in various jurisdictions including the MEA;  

d. Assessment of all available and possible financing options and the defining of a 

sustainable financing plan; 

e. Clearly defined partnership-framework with all relevant development partners and 

stakeholders of the energy sector in a coordinated whole-of-sector approach to energy 

issues at the regional level. 

o The Committee will appropriately report on the development of this work at the 15th MCES 
and 11th MPS as agreed to by our Leaders. 

Recommendation: 

The 14th MCES is requested to note the developments of the work presented and support the work of 

the Energy Committee in achieving the necessary tasks outlined above (a-e). 
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4F1.  Health Committee Report 

The Regional Health Committee gave a status report on the crisis of non-communicable diseases in the 

region and on recent outcomes resulting from PIHOA Resolution 48-01, “Declaring a Regional State of 

Health Emergency due to the Epidemic of Non-Communicable Diseases in USAPI”.  This Resolution was 

passed by the Pacific Island Health Officers Association in May of 2010 and endorsed by the 13th MCES in 

Saipan, CNMI, in June 2010.  Since that time, other key organizations have endorsed the resolution, 

including:   

 The 10th Micronesian President’s Summit 

 The 5th Micronesian Traditional Leaders Conference 

 The 51st meeting of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures.  APIL identified the NCD crisis 

as the theme for its next meeting.  

The Regional Health Committee emphasized the importance of continuing to align international, 

regional and subregional bodies behind comparable resolutions, declarations and commitments that 

address the NCD crisis.  Such harmonization will help leverage and coordinate resources and significantly 

strengthen mandates locally for more effective community-based efforts related to NCD prevention and 

control.  

The Regional Health Committee reminded MCES participants that the world’s fattest countries and 

territories are in the Pacific.  Among Pacific entities, the USAPI rank the highest in obesity and some 

indicators for NCDs.  For all MCES countries, NCDs are the leading causes of death, hospital admissions, 

off-island medical referrals, hemodialysis, disability, and loss of productivity.   Rates of childhood obesity 

are on the rise in the USAPI, suggesting that the region faces a “tsunami” of NCDs in the future.  If left 

unchecked, NCDs will significantly impede the economic and social development of MCES countries.  

Non-communicable diseases—including diabetes, hypertension, stroke, heart disease, and gout—are 

lifestyle-related diseases caused significantly by obesity, poor nutrition, tobacco use, alcohol abuse and 

lack of physical activity—all avoidable conditions with a coordinated, cross-sectoral approach to 

prevention.   

 

The Health Committee emphasized the importance of executive leadership in: 

1. Mobilizing resources through policy prioritization.  

2. Changing the model of health care from the bio-medical disease model to a more integrated 
environmental approach (the wellness model) 
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3. Creating a better balance between the care and treatment of disease and the prevention of 
disease and promotion of health, including the balance of resources devoted to each.  

4. Involving the “whole of society” by empowering people, communities and the workforce to 
pursue, possess and apply the knowledge of NCD prevention in all sectors.   

5. Using NCDs to re-frame health systems priorities, such as strategic planning, human resources 
for health, laboratory strengthening, health data systems, quality assurance, and connectivity, 
and thereby provide greater focus and urgency to the development of sustainable and 
responsive health systems in the USAPI. 

The Chief Executives supported the reported efforts of Committee and recommended the following: 

 Continue strengthening the MCES agenda for non-communicable disease.  To this end, explore 

strategies for encouraging NCD-related priorities and priorities among all sectors, including 

health, trade, education, and finance and for integrating NCDs into the overall strategic 

priorities of the MCES Secretariat, the Micronesian Center for a Sustainable Future. 

 Continue to increase knowledge and awareness of the NCD crisis in the USAPI, among 

international, regional and subregional bodies, such as the Pacific Ministers Meeting, the 

Regional Committee Meeting of the WHO Western Pacific Regional Organization, the General 

Assemblies of the United Nations and the World Health Organization, and other world, regional 

and subregional organizations in health, trade, education, finance, and other sectors.   

 Support the development of a cross-sectoral economic analysis of the current and projected 

impact of NCDs in the USAPI and request technical assistance agencies, such the World Health 

Organization, to assist the USAPI with undertaking such an analysis. 

 Strengthen MCES advocacy for US Medicaid eligibility for citizens of the Freely-Associated States 

residing in US States and Territories, as an important step in NCD prevention and control for 

these individuals.  To this end, invite the newly-elected Governor of the State of Hawaii, The 

Honorable Neil Abercrombie, to the 15th MCES to discuss and coordinate strategies for achieving 

Medicaid eligibility for Compact Migrants. Governor Abercrombie, during his tenure in the US 

Congress, has been among the most outspoken advocates for such a measure. The lack of 

Medicaid insurance eligibility for FAS citizens in CNMI and Guam results in significant delays in 

care:  Many of these individuals forego preventive and curative treatment, including 

pharmaceuticals, until their condition worsens and they need expensive emergency care.   
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4F2.  Health Committee Presentation 
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4G1.  Transportation Committee Report 

Transportation 

Aviation 

The Transportation Subcommittee discussed on the issue for consideration by the  Chief Executives in all 

aspect of security services of both airport and seaport to meet the minimum IMO and ICAO 

requirements  and still meet  challenges  imposed by U S Transportation Security Administration  and U S 

Coast Guard respectively. 

Pursuit of federal funds and extension of eligibility to the Freely Associated State by US Government is 

critical.  The Committee also reported that collaborative efforts regarding air service and shipping route 

development would be beneficial to expansion of services for all Micronesia islands. 

Two types of Airport Improvement Funding. Entitlement Fund and Discretionary fund. The Entitlement 

funding levels are proportionate distribution based on the numbers of enplanements for the airport and 

Discretionary funds are distributed on the competitive basis on airport performance.  The AIP 

Reauthorization Bill is required.  The proposal to extend the eligibility of Micronesia airports’ for AIP 

grants are being reviewed with the proposal to extend Micronesia airports’ eligibility to 2012.  

Airport Improvement Program (AIP) in Republic of Palau (on going) 

1. Extension of Apron to accommodate four Boeing 767 RON at Palau International Airport 
adjacent Runway 9 

2.  Palau International Airport Master Plan including Airport Certification Manual and feasibility 
study for Peleliu and Angaur Airstrip 

Marine Transportation Issues 

1. Increased number of Military Ship visits due to military build-up in Guam. 

 With the Military Build-up in Guam, Palau is expected to receive increased number of 

military ship visits.  Military Sealift Command has unofficially expressed interest in 

increasing their ships’ visits to once a month, provided Palau could install additional Aids to 

Navigation outside of the Malakal Passages to ensure the ship can depart at 

moment’s notice. 

2.  “White List” Recertification under the “Manila Amendments” to the International Convention 
on standards. Training and Certification of Watchkeeping. 
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 New changes to the STCW Convention were approved in Manila in June of this year.  These 

will come into force in 2012.  The new changes will require countries that are parties to the 

Convention to make submissions for the “White List”.  This will allow licenses issued by the 

countries to be accepted internationally. 

3. Printing of Nautical Charts for the Small Island Pacific States by Defense Mapping Agency. 

 There is a report from shipping lines that the Defense Mapping Agency for US Department 

of the Navy no longer prints nautical charts for the small islands, including Palau.  If this is 

so, the FAS need to make a request to the US Department of the Navy for DMA to continue 

this service as it is critical to maritime safety of the FAS and the FAS have no capacity to 

print the charts themselves. 

4. Training of Marine Pilots in the MCES States 

 The MCES States need to explore work opportunities for its citizens as Deck Officers on ships 

that serve the MCES States under Micronesian Shipping Commission’s License.  This will 

provide necessary sea experience required for MCES States citizens to be qualified for 

higher level of licenses leading to marine pilot qualifications. 
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4G2.  Transportation Committee Presentation 
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4H1. Regional Tourism Committee Report 

Serving as the vehicle on tourism initiatives for the Regional Tourism Committee of the Micronesian 

Chief Executives Summit, Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) Micronesia Chapter included the 

following working members from National, State Tourism Offices, and private sector partners for the 

14th MCES: 

 Grant Ismael, Kosrae Visitors Bureau 

(PATA Micronesia Chapter Chairman) 

 Jae Medina, Pacific Daily News 

(PATA Micronesia Chapter Vice Chairperson) 

 Judy Torres, Marianas Visitors Authority 

(PATA Micronesia Chapter Secretary) 

 Dianne Collins, Micronesian Divers Association 

(PATA Micronesia Chapter Treasurer) 

 Pilar Laguaña, Guam Visitors Bureau 

 Darin De Leon, Palau Visitors Authority 

 Mason Fritz, Chuuk Visitors Bureau 

 Don Evans – Yap Visitors Bureau 

 Edgar Santos – Pohnpei Visitors Bureau 

 Dolores de Brum Kattil, Marshall Islands Visitors Authority 

 Bermance Aldis – FSM Visitors Board 

PATA Micronesia Chapter recently held its 3rd Tri-Annually Meeting in Guam on December 1st to 3rd with 

its 1st Tri-Annually Meeting scheduled for Kosrae in April 2011. It is at these meetings that PATA 

Micronesia Chapter continues to pursue its responsibilities and tasks in regards to regional marketing 

and promotional efforts with following outline updates. 

 
Update #1 – Regional Branding Initiative 
 
Resulting from the recent chapter meetings, the following action points have been completed: 

 Development of a Request for Proposal (RFP)  

 An RFP has been announced globally 
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 A selection committee has been established with members representing each jurisdiction 

 RFP proposals have been received and reviewed by the selection committee for their 

recommendation to the 

 PATA Micronesia Chapter Chairman  

The following action steps remain pending subject to aggressive lobbying of leadership for their support: 

 Identify funding source (i.e. U.S. Federal Grants, PATA Micronesia Chapter, Airlines, NTOs/STOs, 

or other 

  private funding sources 

 The contract to be awarded to the selected bidder 

Update #2 – Marketing Outreach to the Military Market 

Through encouragement and support of the Micronesian Chief Executives, PATA Micronesia Chapter has 

been successful with the following marketing and promotional initiatives for the 3rd Quarter of 2010: 

 PATA Micronesia Chapter booth at the GMIF in Guam proved successful and productive 

 On-going creation of package deals for each island destination 

 “Wahoo Night” Exhibition by Micronesian Divers Association in October 2010 in Guam that was 

well attended by CNMI, Guam, Palau, Kosrae, Chuuk and Yap 

 Navy MWR Travel Fair in October 2011 in Guam with exhibitions by CNMI, Palau, Kosrae, Chuuk, 

Yap and the Marshall Islands 

 Andersen Air Force Base Travel Fair in October 2011 in Guam also with exhibitions by the CNMI, 

Palau, Kosrae, Chuuk, Yap and the Marshall Islands 

 On-going Print Advertisements in R&R Pacific Magazine by CNMI and Palau 

Update #3 – Luxury Cruise Market 

Recognizing the Luxury Cruise business as a highly potential niche market for the region, PATA 

Micronesia Chapter has initiated marketing strategies to include, but not limited to the followings: 

 Micronesia presentation at the Miami Cruise Conference in March 2011 in Miami, Florida 

 Define Micronesia Cruise Association (MCA) 

 MCA Committee Membership 

 Join the Micronesia Cruise Association 

 Cruise Ship Industry Goals 

 MCA Five-Year Objectives 

 Cruise Ship Industry Strategies 

 Cruise Ship Activity 

 Developing A Port Profile by each jurisdiction 
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 Cruise Ship Task Force to Commence Operations 

Recommendation #1 – World Heritage Sites 

The PATA Micronesia Chapter recognizes the importance of preservation and sustainable development.  

In this regard, the Chapter encourages government partnership in identifying sites for nominations as 

World Heritage sites.  Through this recognition of World Heritage, the sites will be preserved and 

protected and will attract visitors worldwide which will be a benefit to the Micronesia region.  The 

Chapter recognizes that the Micronesia region is complimented with variety of sites that meet the 

requirements to be proclaimed as World Heritage site.  Below is a list of quick facts for World Heritage 

Sites.   

Quick facts 

 There are currently 890 World Heritage sites in 186 countries. 

 There are three categories of World Heritage sites—cultural, natural, or mixed. 

 The World Heritage Convention was adopted by UNESCO in 1972. The United States was the 

first country to ratify the World Heritage Convention. 

 In 1978, the first 12 World Heritage sites were inscribed. They included Yellowstone National 

Park and the Galapagos Islands. 

 If a site is threatened, UNESCO helps create a plan—and often provides funding—to ensure the 

site’s preservation. There are currently 30 sites on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 

Recommendation #2 – Economic Impact and Tourism Satellite Account – One of the positive benefits of 

tourism is its economic contribution.  We all know that tourism brings money to the economy, creates 

job, and many more.  Guam is currently updating its economic impact that was conducted in 2005 by 

Global Insights.  Below is some information that their report derived which provide valuable information 

on the economic contribution of their tourism industry. However, the Micronesia region lacks data to 

illustrate the economic benefits of tourism.  Therefore the committee recommends soliciting proposals 

from qualified companies to do a study of the economic impact of the tourism industry in the 

Micronesia region.   

 Provide support to Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo’s Bill (HR 6015) 

 Provide economic study for all insular territories, including all of Micronesia 

Others – Marketing and Promotions 

 Soliciting leadership support to collectively and respectively finance the island destinations to 

continue to actively participate in Trade/Travel Shows / Exhibitions / Seminars, etc. in key 

markets as follows: 

o Asia/Pacific (Guam-Military, China, Hong Kong, Korea, Philippines, Taiwan, Australia, etc.) 
o Europe (France, Germany, Italy, Russia, UK, etc.) 



130 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

o Japan 
o North America 
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4H2. Regional Tourism Committee Presentation 

  



132 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 133 

  



134 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 135 

  



136 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 137 

  



138 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 139 

  



140 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 141 

  



142 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 143 

  



144 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 145 

  



146 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 

 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 147 

 





 

149 

4I1. Pacific Islands Regional Recycling Initiative Committee (PIRRIC) 

Committee Report 

A. Emerging Regional Projects 

1. PIRRIC Information Portal Update – Funding needed to update portal and upload all waste 
management related documents for the region. 

2. Center for Island Sustainability Conference – The University of Guam will be hosting the CIS 
Conference in 2011.  PIRRIC will be presenting a paper titled "The Emergence of Cooperative 
Enviromental Governance in Micronesia".  

3. Pacific Islands Regional Recycling workshop – Guam has been participating in preliminary 
discussions with USEPA officials on hosting a recycling workshop in Guam during 2011 that could 
serve as a capacity building opportunity for Micronesia.  Guam has requested for PIRRIC to 
participate in the discussions with USEPA to ensure maximum coverage of the region’s interests 
and needs. 

4. Pacific Islands Environment Conference (PIEC) – Palau reported that it will be hosting the PIEC in 
September 2011 and in partnership with USEPA, Region IX.  

5. Rio +20 Technical Working Group - It is anticipated that there will be preparatory meetings and 
island specific forums leading up to Rio + 20.  PIRRIC believes that this is an opportunity to 
demonstrate our regional cooperation in addressing common cross-cutting issues regarding 
solid waste management and other related issues. 

B. The Way Forward 

PIRRIC is requesting approval and support from the Chief Executives in the following activities: 

1) PIRRIC Website 

 Authorize & support the PIRRIC Chairman to source out funding opportunities with 

multilateral partners. 

  

2)  Center for Island Sustainability Conference (UOG)  

 Support PIRRIC’s participation at the CIS in partnership with the University of Guam. 

3) Pacific Islands Regional Recycling Workshop (Guam)  

 Authorize & support the PIRRIC Chairman to identify technical working group, participate in 

planning discussions with USEPA and seek funding opportunities ensure participation by 

solid waste management officials. 

4) Pacific Islands Environment Conference (PIEC-Palau) 
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 Support solid waste management officials to participate in the PIEC and seek opportunities 

to showcase model projects in Palau, such as the National Redemption Center, Koror State 

Recycling Facility, etc. 

5) Rio +20 Technical Working Group 

 Authorize & support the PIRRIC Chairman to collaborate with MCES Committee focal points 

on identifying core group. 

 



 

151 

4I2. Pacific Islands Regional Recycling Initiative Committee (PIRRIC) 

Presentation 
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4J1. Communications Committee Report 

Your Excellencies and Honorable Governors of the 14th Micronesian Chief Executive Summit, thank you 

for this opportunity to report to you all on the progress of your Committee on Communications.  

First of all, let me tell you that the Committee on Communication met yesterday which  consisted of the 

following members: The Honorable Jackson Ngiraingas, Minister of Public Infrastructure, Industries and 

Commerce of Republic of Palau; The Honorable Francis Itimai, Minister of Transportation, 

Communication & Infrastructure of Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) ; Mr. Richard L. Misech, 

General Manager of Palau National Communication Corporation (PNCC); Mr. Takkon Chin, Chief of 

Division of Communications under MPIIC 

As you all know, communication plays a vital role in all sectors in the social and economic development 

in our Micronesian region. Additionally, communication plays an equally important role that aids other 

sectoral developments within our islands.  

There is no question that Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands have seen 

greater advancement in the ICT sector to which the other MCES members have aspired to achieve; 

however, your committee on communications has also come to realize the vast differences of the ICT 

structures between the member countries of the MCES.  

These differences have thus contributed to the overwhelming discussions in the communication 

committee, of which specific issues directly affecting Freely Associated States have been identified with 

little relevance to Guam and the Northern Marianas Islands.   

Therefore, understanding the need to engage Guam and Saipan on communication issues that promote 

commercial developments as well as the assistance of ICT to other key sectors such as health and 

education;   

And given that the issues mainly discussed within the communication committee for the MCES remain 

solely those of the Freely Associated States;  

It is our recommendation, still since the last Summit, that such communication issues specific to the 

Freely Associated States shall be better addressed and resolved at the Micronesian President’s Summit;  

Your Committee feels that the issue of communication dealing with FAS states being discussed in the 

MCES should be elevated to the consideration of MPS. For instance, the Communication Committee is 

still focus on the work with SPC for the development of National ICT Framework of FAS only. 
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The Committee as a whole will continue to participate and provide a supportive role to other 

committees and the overall MCES, assuring that cross cutting communication issues relevant amongst 

all members can still be readily reported and addressed. 

Thank you for the opportunity and your committee remains readily available to elaborate further on all 

relevant communications issues and address any further concerns you may have. 
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4K1. Micronesia Center for a Sustainable Future (MCSF) Committee 

Report 

Background 

The Second Planning Committee Meeting of the Micronesian Center for a Sustainable Future (MCSF) 

Designated Representatives was held on Tuesday, December 14, 2010, in advance of the 14th 

Micronesian Chief Executives Summit (MCES) in Palau.  The Designated Representatives from the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas (CNMI), Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), the Republic 

of Palau, Yap State, and Kosrae State were in attendance. 

The MCSF Planning Committee adopted an agenda that included: 

(1) Preparation of the presentation materials for the 14th MCES plenary session, including: 

a. clear delineation of the issues that require the consideration of the Chief Executives 

to affirm their approvals with respect to outcomes of the 1st Planning Meeting of the 

MCSF Designated Representatives that was hosted by Palau on October 5-6, 2010; 

and 

b. review of next steps to be proposed to the Chief Executives. 

(2) Discussion of possible reforms or enhancements of the MCES meeting structure, committee 
structure, and other matters, including: 

a. discussion of the Secretariat (MCES support) function of MCSF; 

b. review of the proposed completion of structured interviews with Committee chairs 

and lead members to identify opportunities for the MCSF to add value and support 

the outcomes targeted by the MCES Committees;  and 

c. review of the need to prioritize fundraising, especially to identify core funding to 

enable the hiring of an Executive Director and formal establishment of the Center so 

that the interim support role the Graduate School is providing under the MCSF 

inception award can be effectively transitioned by June 2011 if possible. 

 

(3) Review of the MCSF inception award budget, including: 

a. review of funds expended to date; 

b. budget authorizations as currently recommended for reaffirmation of approvals by 

the Chief Executives; and 
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c. consideration of new initiatives or revised proposals for budgetary authority. 

Meeting Outcomes 

During item one of the agenda and in a subsequent meeting with the proposed panel members for the 

MCES plenary presentation, the Committee developed the presentation (Attachment 1).  It was agreed 

that the panel members would include the Designated Representatives of the host jurisdiction, of the 

Secretary General (FSM) and of the CNMI.  A significant objective of the presentation is to get an 

informed and deliberative reaffirmation of the approval by the Chief Executives of the items presented 

in the decision paper that was produced after the first Planning Committee meeting (Attachment 2). 

Item two of the agenda involved discussion of the actions taken to-date by the Graduate School, under 

the MCSF inception award, to provide (Secretariat) support functionality on an interim basis until the 

Center has its own Executive Director (and staff).  The Graduate School has provided support to Palau in 

their preparations for the 14th MCES.  In addition to facilitating a Planning Committee teleconference 

one month in advance of the meeting, there has been direct support to Palau’s Summit Secretariat 

including logo design, website development, and ongoing coordination with Palau’s Summit Secretariat.  

During the MCES, the Graduate School will assist in facilitation of the Second Planning Committee 

meeting, support the Communiqué drafting process, and initiate structured interviews with Committee 

chairs and selected members to identify opportunities for the MCSF to add value and support the 

outcomes targeted by the MCES Committees.  In the follow-up to the 14th MCES, the Graduate School 

will complete a Procedural Manual for MCSF support for MCES meetings to document the process and, 

presumably, ease the burden on future host jurisdictions.  A report of the findings and 

recommendations from the structured interview process with the MCES Committees will also be 

produced and disseminated within six weeks after the 14th MCES.  In anticipation of development of a 

multi-functional website for the MCES, Committee documents and historical (archive) materials will be 

gathered in electronic form. 

Discussion under item two of the agenda also involved a presentation by the Designated Representative 

for Palau reporting the ways in which the host jurisdiction’s Summit Secretariat had collaborated with 

and benefited from the support of the Graduate School under the MCSF inception award.  Minister Yano 

also described the reforms or enhancements that Palau had, on its own initiative, introduced for the 14th 

MCES.  Most importantly, the host jurisdiction modified the time allocated for Committee presentations, 

requested that the Committees complete substantial portions of their deliberations prior to the meeting 

(by virtual means) and to complete their Committee reports, if at all possible, by the end of Monday of 

the MCES week.  The intent of the tightened timeframe is to enable the committee members from each 

jurisdiction to brief their principals on progress and recommendations to be presented to the Chief 

Executives prior to the start of the formal MCES plenary sessions. 

Further discussion under item two of the agenda was dedicated to the need to prioritize fundraising 

under the MCSF inception award and to plan for the transition from the Graduate School’s interim 

support role to the emergence of a fully functional and staffed MCSF.  It was agreed that the urgency of 

this matter should also be raised to the attention of the Chief Executives to seek their input and ideas to 
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secure sources of sustained funding for both the core functions of the Center (as Secretariat to the 

MCES) and programmatic outreach in support of MCES Committee priorities.  

With respect to item three of the agenda, the budget status was reported by the Graduate School to the 

Designated Representatives.  The current version of the MCSF Inception Award Budget Tracking Sheet 

for Designated Representatives (Attachment 3) was reviewed and the Designated Representatives were 

able to ask clarifying questions about the expenditures to-date and about the relatively large proportion 

of the budgetary resources which remain unexpended.  Clear direction was given to expedite 

expenditures and programmatic activities once full endorsement of the procedures and protocols is 

reaffirmed by the Chief Executives during the 14th MCES.  This same Tracking Sheet had been distributed 

by e-mail with a decision memo to all Designated Representatives on November 24, 2010, and was 

approved (with no objections) as of the effective date of December 2, 2010.  A summary of the budget 

status was incorporated in the presentation to be delivered to the Chief Executives. 

The Designated Representatives discussed the procedures for considering new or revised proposals for 

budget authorization and they determined that the MCSF Planning Committee as a whole could receive 

proposals from Committees or third parties; and, alternatively, Designated Representatives themselves 

could endorse proposals for consideration by the Planning Committee.  It was noted the consideration 

by the Planning Committee would follow the existing procedures, including a polling of Designated 

Representatives for scoring/ranking, a poll to recommend a specific level of budget authorization, 

followed by each Designated Representative presenting to their respective Chief Executives to 

determine if there would be no objections (over a ten day period). 

Based on preliminary discussions among the Designated Representatives it is understood that the 

Committee will receive revised proposals for the Regional Invasive Species Council (RISC) training activity 

and support to traditional and non-traditional Women’s organizations.  The proposals should utilize the 

template format that was included as Attachment M to the Proceedings of the First Planning Committee 

Meeting of Designated Representatives (see Attachment 4 to this Committee Report). 

The Designated Representatives were also briefed by representatives of the Center for Micronesian 

Empowerment (CME) on their mission and program activities.  CME received funding support 

(expenditure totaling $10,500) from the MCSF inception award for partial support to their Conference, 

“The Untapped Potential of the Marianas and Micronesian Workforce” held on October 20, 2010. 

Conclusion 

The Second Planning Committee Meeting of Designated Representatives concluded that there should be 

an “exit meeting” immediately following the successful conclusion of the 14th MCES while all of the 

Designated Representatives (in attendance) are still in Palau.  This meeting will focus on lessons learned, 

next steps, and addressing certain outstanding issues that have been brought to the attention of the 

Designated Representatives that may affect the effective continued implementation of the MCSF 

inception award by the Graduate School.  This meeting will commence immediately following the 

closure of the 14th MCES on Thursday December 16, 2010. 
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Attachment 1: Materials for 14th MCES Session Presentation to the Chief Executives 

Attachment 2: Decision Paper for Chief Executives 

Attachment 3: MCSF Inception Award Budget Tracking Sheet for Designated Representatives   

Attachment 4: MCSF Internal Funding Request Template 

Note:  The Proceedings of the First Planning Committee Meeting of Designated Representatives are 

available on the website of the 14th MCES Meeting www.mcespalau.info . 

http://www.mcespalau.info/
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4K2. Micronesia Center for a Sustainable Future (MCSF) Presentation 
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4L1. Miscellaneous Presentations Water and Sanitation (SOPAC) 

Committee Report 

 

 

 

Consideration of Including the Issue of Water and Sanitation in Micronesian 

Countries as an Agenda Item for the Micronesian Chief Executive Summit 

The Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) is currently executing the European Union 

(EU) funded Pacific Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) National Planning Programme. 

The Programme is designed to support 14 Pacific Island Countries to strengthen their governance 

structures and frameworks to mainstream Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) and Water 

Use Efficiency (WUE) into national planning processes. This project is complemented by the SOPAC 

executed, Global Environmental Facility (GEF) funded project entitled “Implementing Sustainable Water 

Resources and Wastewater Management in Pacific Island Countries” (GEF Pacific IWRM Project).  

Through the operation and planning of the GEF funded IWRM demonstration activities, national 

representatives from the Republic of Palau (Palau), the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), and the 

Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) identified and proposed a common process to facilitate the 

development of any required amendments or changes to existing water policies and coordination 

mechanisms in their respective countries. This process was considered in detail during the Micronesian 

Sub-Regional Water and Sanitation Policy Planning Workshop convened in Pohnpei, Federated States of 

Micronesia from 8th-12th November 2010.  

It was subsequently agreed that a sub-regional approach following the process depicted in Figure 1 

would be trialed in the three abovementioned countries. Key milestones in the process included the 

conduct of National Water Summits on World Water Day 2011 (22 March) and the preparation of 

National Water Status Reports and Framework Water and Sanitation Policies. It was suggested by the 

national water focal points present at the abovementioned meeting that effort should also be made to 

include the issue of water security and sanitation in Micronesian countries on the agenda of the 

upcoming Micronesian Chief Executive Summit (MCES) to be convened in Palau during December 2010. 

The specific objectives and outcomes that the group hoped to achieve by including water and sanitation 

on the agenda of the December 2010 MCES meeting were identified as: 
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1. To present the Pacific Integrated Water Resources Management Programme to National Chief 
Executives, and outline initiatives in the Micronesian region for national water policy 
development and national water resource management demonstration projects; 

2. To seek support of National Chief Executives to form a “Micronesian Water Committee” as a 
permanent working group of the MCES; 

3. To seek support from National Chief Executives for the conduct of National Water Summits in 
2011 and to review the Pacific Regional Action Plan on Sustainable Water Management; 

4. To seek support from National Chief Executives for the development of national water policies 
and a regional water strategy, including national investment plans for the water and sanitation 
sector by the 2012 MCES; and to 

5. To have the role of the Pacific IWRM Programme acknowledged by Chief Executives as a 
technical and advisory partner in the development of national water and sanitation policies and 
the revision of the Pacific Regional Action Plan on Sustainable Water Management. 
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Figure 1  Proposed Inputs, Process, and Anticipated Outputs of Actions Leading to National Water 

Summits 

Meeting report containing water 

resource info &: 

 Compilation of national budgets, 
policies etc 

 Draft inventories of water policies 
and laws 

 Work plans, draft Water Summit 
Agendas/ToR 

Stakeholder Consultation Workshop on Proposed IWRM Policy Programme  

& Follow-Up Community and Civil Society Workshops 

 

National Consultation on Strengthening Coordination Mechanisms for 

Water & Follow-Up Community and Civil Society Workshops 

& Follow-Up Community and Civil Society Workshops 

 National Technical 

Assistance  

(a) Review of Existing 

Policies and Laws for 

Water and Sanitation; (b) 

Identification of National 

Needs and Opportunities 

for IWRM; and (c) 

Preparation of National 

Water Summit Inputs 

Regional Technical 

Assistance 

(a) review national budgets 

and policies with respect to 

MDG targets for water; (b) 

provide guidance on policy 

and legal reforms for 

IWRM; (c) advise on 

enabling environment for 

IWRM 

 Report of national/CSO 
meetings, including 
proposed coordination 
mechanisms 

 National development 
and water policies, laws, 
and budgets 

 Operational/strategic 
plans of government 
departments & agencies 
involved in water and 
sanitation 

National reports containing: 

 Compilation of available 
water resource and mgmt 
info 

 Inventories of 
planned/ongoing activities 
for water & sanitation and 
related expenditures 
benchmarked 

 Recommendations for 
water policy and legal 
reforms 

 Draft Water Summit Agenda, 
Programme, List of Documents 
& Presentations 

 Final Agenda and Inputs, List of 
Participants 

 Event organisation & invites 

National Summit Report: 

containing as a minimum: 

 Status of water resources 
and management status 

 Analysis of need and 
recommendations for 
policy and legal reform 

 Ministerial level 
agreement on priority 
actions and financing for 
improved water resource 
mgmt/IWRM 

Development of National Programmes 

of Activities for IWRM Policy 

Development and Coordination 

Mechanisms 

(Sub-Regional Workshop, 8-12 

November) 

 Water resource and mgmt. 
information 

 National budgets and development 
plans, operational plans of water 
related agencies 

 Water and sanitation policies and 
laws  

 ToR and work plan for water policy 
officer 

 Reports of national/ CSO workshops, 
including agreed programme of 
activities for developing IWRM 
policy/coordination mechanisms 

Recruitment of Policy Support Officer & 

Preparation of National Consultation on 

Strengthened Coordination for Water & 

Sanitation Services 

 (Sub-Regional Workshop, 8-12 

November) 

 

Green Paper on options for: 

 strengthening national coordination, 
e.g., possible national water 
committee, mandate,  

 Possible lead agency for water policy 
implem. 

1
st

 National Consultation Meeting for National 

Water Summit Preparation 

& Review and Comment of National Water Summit 

Agenda, Inputs, and Outputs 

2
nd

 National Consultation Meeting for National 

Water Summit Preparation 

& Endorsement of Proposed Coordination Mechanisms 

and Summit Presentations 

NATIONAL WATER SUMMIT  
WORLD WATER DAY, 22 MARCH 2011 

Process Inputs Outputs 
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4L2. Miscellaneous Presentations Water and Sanitation (SOPAC) 

Presentation   
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4L3. Miscellaneous Presentations Cleared Ground, Palau Presentation 
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4L4 . Miscellaneous Presentations Center for Micronesian 

Empowerment Presentation 
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5A. Honorable Benigno R. Fitial, Governor, CNMI  

Thank you Mr. Chairman. I have been given three minutes to deliver a ten minutes speech. So I will ask 

for all the indulgence of the usual introductory remarks.  

My fellow chief executives, here we are again at the conclusion of a very successful and fruitful Summit. 

We have spent a past couple of days tackling current issues besetting our respective island governments 

as well as enjoying the warm hospitality and the Alii spirit of the wonderful people of Palau. It’s certainly 

another remarkable and memorable experience.  

Over the course of the past two days we received updated progress report and future plans from each 

of the respective committees. With the presentation that we have listened to and information we have 

absorbed, we are now equipped with the refined projection of where we stand as island communities, 

more importantly, where we stand, as a region.   

To state the obvious, we know our absolute challenges and our impending obstacles. Perhaps we can 

even say we know the threats of economic hardship too well. We know all of this because we each live 

this uphill battle every single day. However, it is up to us as leaders to make the changes our people long 

for.  

At the beginning of this Summit we talk about the need to set tim lines to resolve the various issues 

presented by the committees.  We talked about establishing a solid and achievable call to action in order 

for us to meet our goals and objectives. By having the Micronesian Center for a Sustainable Future carry 

out an intended functions, the MCES will have the administrative support it needs to chart the course 

for the future. We have done much, but we can do more.  And I know we will continue to do more  for 

our islands and our people.   

Now I would like to shift our attention to pay proper tribute to a very respectable leader—a man that 

has been like a brother to me, but more importantly, a pioneer of the vision that brings us all back here 

today, fourteen Summits later. As we prepare to conclude this Summit, I would like to give my sincere 

and heartfelt gratitude to the outgoing governor of Guam, the honorable Felix Perez Camacho. Thank 

you, my brother, for your insights and your commitment to give life to what was then the Western 

Micronesian Chief Executives Summit to what has evolved into the present day Micronesian Chief 

Executive Summit.  Aside from pioneering the formation of the summit, Governor Camacho has done a 

remarkable job for his beloved island of Guam, over the course of his eight years in Guam.  In the CNMI 

as well, governor Camacho has warm the hearts and respect of our community.  During our terms 

together us governors, our communities witness the very much improved and harmonious working 

relationship between the two Marianas jurisdictions. Through our partnership, the ¬¬¬¬CNMI was 
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afforded the opportunity to establish a National Guard unit under the umbrella of the Guam Army 

National Guard. And as we speak, several of the CNMI’s men and women our undergoing basic combat 

training in the main land to become the first batch of graduates for this new unit.  In fact, governor 

Camacho has come to Saipan so much that our customs officers greet him, saying , “welcome home.” 

My brother on behalf of the people of CNMI, I cannot thank you enough for your esteem leadership and 

valued wisdom. We wish you the very best moving forward and whenever you can, remember to visit 

your second home, the CNMI.  

It has indeed been another meaningful summit. I am very much grateful to my fellow chief executives 

for taking the time to come together again here in the island of Palau. To my classmate, his Excellency 

Johnson Toribiong, thank you for being an outstanding host and chairman for this 14th Summit. On 

behalf of the¬¬¬ CNMI delegation here with me we commend your governments, the Paramount chiefs, 

his and the outstanding people of Palau for making our stay here a very memorable one. I would also 

like to thank the overall committee and various committees for putting together a very successful event. 

To my fellow chief executives and your delegations that have travelled here, I wish you all a safe journey 

as you return home. May you all have a blessed Christmas and a very happy new year.  

I will be entertaining all of you later tonight. Thank you. 
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5B. Honorable Sebastian L. Anefal, Governor, Yap State  

Thank you, Thank you very much Mr. President.  Excellencies, Honorable Governors, Distinguished 

Guests, Honorable delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

I surely do not know what to ask to the vacuum that has been created by a such an eloquent  and 

comprehensive statement just made by Governor Fitial.  First of all, thank you, big brother, for doing a 

statement all on our behalves. I surely would like to salute Governor Camacho for all you have done. I 

think for me, at least personally, I’ve learned a lot through your leadership, through your experiences, 

through collaborative reports, through the MCES process and for waging a war on behalf of our people 

for good causes.  Thank you, sir.  

To you and through you, Mr. Chairman, I surely would like to express on behalf of my small delegation 

our sincere appreciation to the people and the government of the Republic of Palau. For your 

generosity, your hospitality, and all the good things that have taken place during the summit here in 

Palau. I bid goodbye to all of us who would be staying behind, and for all of us who would be flying away 

from Palau with a spirit of Christmas and a prosperous new year. 

I thank you all; thank you very much. 
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5C. Honorable John Ehsa, Governor, Pohnpei State   

On behalf of my delegation I would like to thank his Excellency president Toribiong, the traditional 

leaders of Palau and the people of Palau for hosting the 14th conference. We are enjoying every minute 

of our stay and we are grateful for the customary warm reception and gracious hospitality of the people 

of Palau.  

Your Excellencies, colleagues, honorable governors, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen… 

By all accounts this conference has been a resounding success. I have been informed that all the 

committee meetings, the presentations and the discussions, dances and singings that had been taking 

place within the walls of this magnificent center, as well as the dance floors and the karaokes of Koror 

over the past two days have been up to speed and have lived up to our expectations. This has indeed 

symbolized another important step forward in our collective endeavor and quest for improving the 

economic condition of our region, safeguarding the environmental  integrity of our Islands, the health of 

our people, and safeguarding our  traditions for the prosperity of future generations of Micronesia. I 

believe we all should be proud of this unity of purpose that we have.  

It is often difficult for me indeed to give a statement after eloquent speeches by governor Fitial have 

been made, and knowing that others will follow after me. In Pohnpei we say it’s like walking in the foot 

prints of a carabau, as my friend Thomas Pablo said during the meeting in Guam after I left for medical 

reasons. Nevertheless, I am proud to be here at this moment in our history and as a Governor of the 

state of Pohnpei.  

It is even harder after two days of detailed dialogue and discussions covering wide range of subjects 

concern and interest of our region.  Almost everything important that needed to be discuss regarding 

economic development, climate change, environment conservation, transportation and communication, 

health and even the cost of doing business has been discussed. But most difficult, knowing that this will 

be the last MCES to which we will have our friend the honorable Felix Camacho join us as Governor of 

Guam. Governor, you have always been the source of inspiration to this conference. Your leadership in 

always trying to bring our Micronesian region together, and your strong commitment to our Islands’ 

growth and the development of the people of Micronesia will surely be missed. However, I remain 

confident that the indelible path you have engraved in the MCES in the spirit of reaching out to your 

fellow islanders, to address our Micronesians issues, will continue to guide this conference into the 

future. You have truly inspired me and I am sure, all of us in this room will miss you.  As I think of it now 

and I only wish, that at my last MCES, I can leave behind the sense of hope that  you will be living behind 

as we close this meeting. Please keep yourself available so that we can seek your leadership and 

guidance as we continue this forum into the future.  
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For all of us I believe that the most important thing now is to take action on what we have concluded. I 

will not talk at length, I would like to mention just a few things for the sake of emphasis before we walk 

out of this room and into the dance floors and karaokes tonight. The issues I would like to raise will be 

general points on the agenda items in the interest of time.  

 I am delighted that with the successful of the 14th conference, the transportation committee 

continue to look at ways to improved our shipping issues and other aviation needs. To the 

committee, I challenged you to explore the possibility of creating a counterpart to the 

Micronesia shipping commission that focuses on aviation, perhaps a Micronesian Aviation 

Commission, and provide a concept at the next MCES.  I recall in your presentation that you are 

working in collaboration with the SPC, first I ask that this endeavor you also involve SPC.  

 To the health committee, your presentation was very compelling. The numbers you provided 

representing the health of our people is very striking. I will take your recommendations back to 

Pohnpei and work with my health and education departments to ensure that Pohnpeians join 

the other MCES members and establish rigorous action plans to help us improve how we deal 

with all the diseases, but most specially those that you have mentioned including diabetes, 

obesity and nutrition and food security.  Currently in my stay at Pohnpei my administration is 

implementing a school lunch program which we believe help deal with our health issues. It 

includes menu consisting of local food that I’ve been deprived of our diet of important food 

stuff. We recognize that food security is broader than just the availability of the food or 

increased crop production. Food security also means regular access to quality food that provides 

the full complement of necessary nutrients for a healthy and productive life. It is also closely 

linked to economic security, environment security and human security. I hope that successive 

conferences go beyond information or experience sharing to agreed and concrete actions to be 

taken on this important issue which, to me, needs immediate action.  

 I understand that during the conference there was a report at the previous conference. This is a 

good thing, however if we are to succeed we have to go beyond the readouts of previous 

proceedings. We need to follow up discussions and follow up actions on the decisions on our 

previous meetings. For this reason, I proposed that each MCES jurisdiction entertain budget 

items from the respective members of the committees, into your annual budget, to ensure that 

they are equipped to continue the work after and before each MCES.  

 To the Micronesia challenged and the young champions, environmental conservation, climate 

change invasive species, regional waste management groups, I applaud your efforts to link the 

issues of environment and climate change into sustainable development.  

 Energy, education, food security, health and other sectors, I welcome the discussion that you 

are having about these connections and how we treat them comprehensively. The more 

linkages we can make among this top priorities, the more effective our development programs 

will be. I welcome your creative ideas about how to further our integration together. Why I feel 

this is important is because of the need for us to remember the great work of conservation 

champions. Their contributions to our environmental conservation and sustainable 

development aspirations will continue to guide the way we pursue these issues into the future. I 

recall two issues that you raised in your presentations to which I think can be advanced in the 
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communiqué.  One, I believe, is in regard to an interest in hosting a US Fish and Wildlife office in 

either CNMI or Guam to serve our region that would support our conservation efforst, including 

the Micronesian Challenge. In this regard I urge the MCES to send a letter of endorsement to 

our friend and very good supporter Mr. Babauta, at the Interior Department. The other issues 

really go to the heart of what we are doing in Pohnpei. Your presentation highlighted 

interconnections of environment and economic development issues. Specifically, the critical 

issue of climate change and sustainability in relation to effective management of natural areas 

and prevention of invasive species.  These issues are the focus of many UN conventions that give 

our islands the opportunity to ensure our perspective on these critical issues is understood.  

Our desire to effectively address such issues is the reason we have created the Micronesian Center for 

Sustainable Future, an advancement of the Micronesian Challenge.  In light of the critical nature of these 

issues to our region and the need for continued international attention and dialogue to address them, I 

suggest we invite a representative from the appropriate UN agencies to the next meeting, to discussed 

further international efforts and allow the UN to have a better understanding of the risks our region has 

our many efforts to address them. In this regard, I urged the invasive species group or committee to 

prepare an invitation to the appropriate human agency for the MCES to consider.  

Finally, I must say that like all of you I am proud to be a Micronesian, living in this time of our history.  

We have in our hands the opportunity to define a future of our islands that is of our own, and not one 

that is dictated to us. I continue to believe that because we are a peaceful region, we contribute to the 

global security of our planet by setting examples for the other regions as we work together to promote 

economic growth, sustainable development, good governance and security, and continue to strengthen 

our regional cooperation and integration in the areas where the region can gain most through sharing 

our resources and alignment of policies.  

With that piece, I thank you for listening and I think we are all ready to go fishing tomorrow. Thank you 

all. 
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5D. Mr. Steven George, Director of Resources & Development, Kosrae 

State   

It is an honor and pleasure for me to set in behalf of our governor, Robert Weilbacher, and also an 

honored to be associated with the esteemed leadership of this region.  

My delegation has been pleased with all the arrangements and all the work and outcome of this 

important Summit.  So I would like to say congratulations to our host, the Republic of Palau and 

President Toribiong, for the excellent leadership that is given toward this 14th MCES.  

I cannot speak louder and more than those who already spoke before me. I have to associate myself 

with those remarks excellent remark to close this 14th MCES. However, we all know the vision is to have 

full integration of our region and the challenge before us is to find the value that we can add, so a small 

island economy like Kosrae can also benefit.  I am sure with the absence of the Governor today, and we 

expect to have a new Governor coming January, I’m sure and certain that he will be excited to continue 

the work that has been done over the last fourteen summits.  As presented by President Mori during 

some of the discussion, Kosrae was initially asked to host this summit. We were excited to host MCES, 

but subsequently there was a need for change because of expectation of increased participants. I want 

to tell you today, that we were even more excited that there was a changed venue to Palau, and we’ve 

been happy to participate and contribute to the work of the committees, as well as to advance the work 

of the Micronesians Center for Sustainable Future. I am sure with the good leadership of this region this 

Center will filled many gaps that we have today.  

Thank you very much and hope for the productive 15th Summit in Pohnpei .  Thank you. 
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5E. Honorable Wesley Simina, Governor, Chuuk State  

Thank you Chairman, President Toribiong, Excellencies, fellow governors, traditional paramount chief of 

Palau, excellencies of the diplomatic core, Assistant Secretary Babauta, distinguished guests, ladies and 

gentleman.  

If it would be proper, Mr.  Chairman, I would like to, at this point ask that all those statements that have 

been made before, be made part of my remarks, by reference, if that can be done.  But thank you very 

much for this opportunity.  

Indeed, when I first spoke during the opening remarks, I had some doubts as to some of the things that 

have been done, not because I don’t believe in this Summit but because of some of the things that 

we’ve been doing or not been doing or delaying in doing.  But thanks to this Summit, the 14th Summit, I 

realized that I was wrong.  That things are progressing.  That in fact even if the method, the mode of 

delivery of the presentations have evolved, the way that they’re now more concise, more direct, 

concrete, to the point on which we want them to be.  So for that, if my remarks offended someone 

during my opening, I apologize.  But I am grateful that our Summit is also evolving to that extent.  

And I guess we can attribute that to many things. But first let me begin by joining others in appreciating 

your hosting this, and for the people of Palau.  Because if it weren’t for the environment that you have 

created, in making sure that we are comfortable that we work in an environment that is friendly, I think 

a lot of these things could not have been done as we’ve seen during this conclusion. For that, thank you 

very much, Chairman, for all that we’ve seen, we’ve experienced, and that have been demonstrated 

throughout our Summit, showing indeed that it does make a difference when things are worked out 

properly from preparation to the delivery and the products. So for that thank you and to the people of 

Palau for all that you’ve done.  

And I think as a Summit there is always a base of a summit, so I also acknowledge with gratitude.  

Because if it weren’t for our hard working, very solid staff from the various  jurisdictions, even our 

committees, if it weren’t for their real hard work and great work, adding all these things that we’ve been 

talking about would not be that productive, would not be that  successful.  So the base of the Summit is 

just be as important and for that reason I would like to extent our gratitude, our appreciation, to all of 

those who have been involved in the preparation and in the progress of this Summit.  

On a personal level, Mr.  Chairman, I would like to thank you. Thank you and vice president of Palau for 

allowing your wives to be so such wonderful hostesses to my wife. I am really worried because I don’t 

see her I am not sure whether she wants to return with me tonight, so for that really thank you very 

much; I’m sure she’s been having one very good time of our lives so thank you very much for  all the 
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things that your wives have been showing toward my wife and that we are grateful indeed on a personal 

level to all of you.  

And it would be wrong for me not to also acknowledge two special people who’ve been with me since 

my arrival, and that goes to Eric my driver and Rhonda, my liaison.  If it were not for them maybe I 

would be lost all over the place, because it’s been quite a big change to Palau since I was here in the 

early 90s.  So for that I really want to acknowledge them in making sure that I reach my place of meeting 

and be there on time.  So I would like to also thank them for that.  

And indeed, if we look at the things that we’ve gone through, I’ve learned quite few things.  One, that 

there are unexpected funding somewhere in the United States that you’ve alluded to which, also, 

Governor Ehsa mentioned, and we’ll keep that in mind as we go back to our own places. And we’ve also 

learned that even good times will come to an end.  And we’ve also learned that, indeed, collaboration as 

friends, as brothers and sisters, will always go a long way in making things happen and be very 

successful.  

And I say this because, of course, there is always special things about Governor Camacho. I’ve come to 

learn  more about you, I’ve known you now for quite some time and all the things that have been said I 

don’t know  what else can I say to you.  But I know your family is looking forward to getting out of 

Politics. I am not sure about that, but I say this with some conviction because that’s what my family is 

always looking forward to when I get out of office.  So, really I don’t want to say farewell, because I do 

have a feeling you’ll be around. We’ll be seeing each other quite often, right, Governor Fitial? So, thank 

you very much. 

Other than that, all I can say is when you get out of office I’m always reminded of king David when he 

called over h son and he just told him one short sentence, be strong, have the heart of a man, which you 

have, but when you get out of office please don’t be disappointed.  I think the life out there is much, 

much better than what we’ve been going through these hard times.  So thank you very much for 

everything, and also thank you very much colleagues, for such a wonderful Summit.  Like I said, good 

things must come to an end.  It is indeed a good thing to be here in Palau, but we have to also finish.  So 

for that thank you and, indeed, I join all of you and ensuring that when we go back to our islands the 

support will remain there for the MCES as we move forward.  Changes in governments will not have an 

impact on what we have done and what we have accomplished for our region.  

So thank you very much and I wish you all successful trip back to your places. Thank you very much. 
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5F. Hon. John Silk, Minister of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of His 

Excellency, Jurelang Zedkaia, President, Republic of the Marshall 

Islands  

Thank you, Mr. President. I have a very short statement to read on behalf of my president.  

President Toribiong, fellow Micronesian Chief Executives, members of the diplomatic core, Assistant 

Secretary Honorable Babauta, ladies and gentlemen...  

It is evident that we cannot overcome our challenges alone that is why our collaboration in this 

Micronesian Chief Excecutive union have serve as our acknowledgement of the special value of our 

unique friendship with one another and with our donor partners. During this 14th MCES we have 

renewed our determination to work together as partners to confront the challenges facing the 

Micronesian region. In doing so, we have chartered a forward-looking course of action which is not only 

practical and feasible, but also in line with the established principle of governance, management and 

development. As leaders it is our solemn duty to ensure that the work accomplished here in Palau will 

bring meaningful results and benefits to this generation, and generations to come.  

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the President I would also like to recognize Governor Camacho for his 

invaluable contribution to this forum and to our region.  Governor, yesterday you mentioned the 

importance of service, and in serving your people you have also served the people and citizens of the 

Republic of Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of Palau who have 

resided and made Guam their home. Governor Camacho, I am confident that my fellow Chief Executives  

around the table would agree that you exemplify the other twin brother in your story, who, in 

shouldering the burdens of others, learned  to shoulder your own burden and become a true leader in 

the process. I wish you the best.  I wish you and your family a very happy and prosperous new year.  

Mr.  Chairman, let me close my remark by associating myself and my delegation with those of my fellow 

Chief Executives in expressing our profound appreciation to you and through you to the people of the 

Republic of Palau, for the kind hospitality extended to all of us since our arrival. I also wish to express 

special recognition appreciation to all the traditional leaders of Palau. We have been blessed and 

honored by your presence among us.  

The Republic of the Marshall Islands is pleased to have been involved in the deliberations  in the 14th 

Micronesian Chief Executives Summit, and we look forward to continuing our dialogue with each and 

every one of you at the next Summit.  

Again, thank you Mr. President and Merry Christmas to all of you.  Thank you. 
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5G. His Excellency, Emmanuel Mori, President, Federated States of 

Micronesia 

Thank you very much chairman.  Thank you first of all for hosting the 14th Micronesian Summit and your 

excellent leadership in steering the meeting to a successful conclusion. I also want to recognize the 

contribution of your staff, without which we couldn’t have achieved what we have achieved so far, so I 

wanna thank them very much.  

Change is noticeable in the presentations and I want to thank the staff that advanced the preparation 

for this meeting. I’d especially like to comment that presentation that came with the music was fun and 

it was unique. I want to congratulate the committee for making the presentation more lively and 

meaningful.  

I also want to take this opportunity to express, on our behalf, our deep gratitude to the people, the 

leaders of Palau. They have always been gracious to all the Micronesian visitors, and I would never stop 

and should not stop expressing our gratitude to you, to Governor Camacho and Governor Fitial for the 

hospitality that you have extended to our citizens, to living with you in your respective islands and 

jurisdictions. The amount of money that Assistant Secretary Babauta has given to you is not big, but 

that’s not the point. The point is the speed in which the assistance is given. It takes someone to 

understand our needs to proceed and expedite and respond to our needs.  So, I want to join you in 

thanking Secretary Babatua for the response in helping the road in Palau. I want to thank you very much 

and I want to welcome you to the 14th MCES. I also want to recognize the presence of the ambassador 

to Palau. Welcome to our 14th MCES.  

Now, I know Governor Camacho is one of the founding members of the MCES and it is used to be called 

Western…something…association, now it’s called MCES.  So I want to thank you. I also want to thank 

former Governor of Yap, Ruecho… 

Note:  Remaining Audio Transcription of Closing Remarks Unavailable 
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5H. Honorable Felix P. Camacho, Governor, Territory of Guam  

Note:  Audio Transcription of Closing Remarks Unavailable 
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5I. His Excellency, Johnson Toribiong, President, Republic of Palau  

Note:  Initial Audio Transcription of Closing Remarks Unavailable 

…to the MCSF, Micronesia Center for Sustainable Future, to consider reforms that can be made to 

ensure that MCES would be more effective, lean and cost efficient and that can actually produce 

tangible results from our conferences.  

I begin by saying it’s our tradition to give the best to our guests and when we work we mix work with 

play.  That’s and anthropological finding!  Palauans work better when they mix work with play. So I’m 

very grateful that our friends from the East have enjoyed not only this conference but the dance floors 

in Koror.  And in our tradition, I’d like to quote from an anthropologist, a Professor Barnett from the 

University of Oregon who wrote the book Being a Palauan in the early 50’s.  It’s one of the college 

textbook in American Universities.  And this line, which I’d like to quote, is when he said that “Palauan’s 

considered leisure as there right only to be interrupted by the necessity of work.”  And let’s not forget 

that we must promote the happiness and living standard of our people.  All work and no play is not what 

makes life exciting and fun.  So at the end of the day let’s celebrate life. Let’s turned our Islands into 

promises lands. One of the challenges we face, Madam Ambassador, is the exodus of our people to the 

United States, and we must reverse that into our island once again to be the paradise that they once 

were.  And with the support of all of us and the United States and our friends from around the world,  

I’m an optimist, that dream can be achieved.  

I’d like to thank the staff for their diligence, for their technical support, which made this conference a 

success. And I would like to thank my Minister of State, Doctor Yano, and his staff, for having worked so 

hard over the last two months which made, I believe, this conference not only enjoyable but successful. 

I wish you all the best. I wish you all a happy and enjoyable journey home and I hope you will bring fun 

memories of your visit to Palau. It’s a historic visit which made our lives much better in the future. Thank 

you and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and may God bless all of us.  
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6. MCES Theme Song 

This Here We Are Pledging 
(MCE Theme Song) 

 
This here we are pledging 
With heart and with hand 
Full measure of devotion 
To thee our native land 

Full measure of devotion 
To thee our native land. 

 
Now all join the chorus 

Let union abide 
Across all Micronesia 

Join hands on every side 
Across all Micronesia 

Join hands on every side. 
 

We’ll all work together 
With heart, voice and hand 

Till we have made these islands 
Another promised land 

Till we have made these islands 
Another promised land. 
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airport@palaunet.com 

Cordino Soalablai 

CA Specialist, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

mincat@palaunet.com 
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Debbie Tkel-Sbal 

Director of C&I, Ministry of Education (Palau) 

Dilchur Ruluked 

Weaver, Division of Aging, MCCA (Palau) 

Dilmei Olkeriil 

Executive Director, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Dr. Caleb Otto 

Private,  (Palau) 

ongirarengei@yahoo.com 

Elmera Syozitaro 

Acting ESO, Department of Labor (Palau) 

labor@palaunet.com 

Emery Wenty 

Director, Bureau of Education, Ministry of Education (Palau) 

ewenty@palaumoe.net 

Encely Ngiraiwet 

Executive Officer, Foreign Investment Board (Palau) 

Francis Remengesau 

President, Delkuu Management Co. (Palau) 

delkuu@gmail.com 

Fred Sengebau 

Director, Bureau of Agriculture, Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism (Palau) 

fsengebau@gmail.com 

Goretti Masayos 

Director, Ministry of Finance (Palau) 

Ha Soon Seor 

President, HIDC (Palau) 

Harry R. Fritz 

Minister, Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism (Palau) 

nret96940@gmail.com 
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Hayes Moses 

Director, Bureau of Commercial Development, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

Hermana Remarui 

, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Horace Rafael 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

Hubert Charles 

Pastor, Palau Evangelical Church (Palau) 

Ibedul Yutaka Gibbons 

Traditional Chief, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Jackson Ngiraingas 

Minister, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

mincat@palaunet.com 

Janet Ebil Orrukem 

Chief, Curriculum, Instruction & Teacher Training, Ministry of Education (Palau) 

janetorrukem@palaumoe.net 

Jeff R. Ngirarsaol 

Grant Coordinator, Office of the President (Palau) 

Jeffrey Tkel 

Program Manager, PALARIS, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

palaris@palaunet.com 

Jemmy Belelai 

,  (Palau) 

Jenkins Mariur 

Director, Bureau of Immigration, Ministry of Justice (Palau) 

imm@palaunet.com 

Jerry Nabeyama 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 
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Johnny Santos 

Acting Chief, Department of Justice, FSM National Government (Palau) 

myronjos@hotmail.com 

Jonathan Isechal 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

jisechal@yahoo.com 

Jonathan Temol 

Communications, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

Kathy Kesolei 

Senate Vice-President, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

kkesolei@hotmail.com 

Kenny Reklai 

KSYC President, Koror State Youth Council (Palau) 

reklai8@yahoo.com 

Lencter Basilius 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

Lynna Thomas 

IWPM Project Manager, EQPB (Palau) 

eqbp@palaunet.com 

Maderngebuked Thomas Remengesau 

Traditional Chief, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Marhence Madrangchar 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

marhenceconsulting@palaunet.com 

Marygold Yobech 

Administrative Assistant, Division of Marine Transportation, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& 

Commerce (Palau) 

dot@palaunet.com 

Michael Epp 

Executive Director, PIHOA (Palau) 

michaele@pihoa.org 
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Moses Uludong 

Newsman, Tia Belau Newspaper (Palau) 

ymal_01@yahoo.com 

Nannette Malsol 

Bureau of Marine Resources, Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism (Palau) 

dillymalsol@gmail.com 

Naomi Ngirakamerang 

Director, Palau National Archives (Palau) 

archives@palaunet.com 

Ngirakebou Roman Bedor 

Traditional Chief, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Noah Idechong 

Speaker, House of Delegates, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

Noah Kemesong 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

Nyk Kloulubak 

Energy Planner,  (Palau) 

nyk@palaunet.com 

Obak Singeo 

Traditional Chief, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Olkeriil Kazuo 

Marketing Manager, Roll 'em Productions (Palau) 

ololk27@gmail.com 

Paul Ueki 

Senator, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

paulueki@gmail.com 

Priscilla Soalablai 

Chief, Bureau of National Treasury, Ministry of Finance (Palau) 

psoalablai@palaugov.net 
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Ray Mechol 

Chief, DRE, Ministry of Education (Palau) 

Regis Akitaya 

Senator, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

akcorp@palaunet.com 

Richard Misech 

General Manager, Palau National Communications Corporation (Palau) 

rlmisech@palaunet.com 

Richard Ziegler 

Branch Sales Manager, Bank of hawaii (Palau) 

richard.ziegler@boh.com 

Rinsang Rechirei 

Director, Bureau of National Treasury, Ministry of Finance (Palau) 

Robert Thompson 

Officer In Charge, Civic Action Team 11-01 (Palau) 

oic@catpalau.com 

Rolynda Jonathan 

Reporter, Roll 'em Productions (Palau) 

rjonathan@oceaniatv.net 

Romana Anastacio 

Governor, Ngchesar State Government (Palau) 

Romulo Vilano 

OIC, PE, Philippine Embassy (Palau) 

philkom@palaunet.com 

Secilil Eldebechel 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

secilile@palaunet.com 

Sharon Sakuma 

Country Development Manager, UN Joint Presence Office (Palau) 

sharon.sakuma@undp.org 
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Silves Mikel 

Chief of Personnel, Ministry of Education (Palau) 

smikel@palaumoe.net 

Simeon Skilang 

Administrative Officer, Ngardmau State Government (Palau) 

Sinton Soalablai 

Chief, Ministry of Education (Palau) 

Stalin Pedro 

Special Assistant, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

yasaibune@gmail.com 

Steven Salii 

Governor, Angaur State Government (Palau) 

Surech Hideyos 

Office Manager/Young Champion Coordinator, Micronesia Challenge Regional Office (Palau) 

surech.mcro@gmail.com 

Sweny Ongidobel 

Delegate, House of Delegates, Palau National Congress (Palau) 

Takkon Chin 

Chief, Division of Communication, Ministry of Public  Infrastructure, Industries& Commerce (Palau) 

tchin@palaugov.net 

Ted Borja 

Special Assistant, Office of the President (Palau) 

Temmy Temengil 

MOH International Health, Ministry of Health (Palau) 

t_temengil@palauhealth.net 

Teruo Rengulbai 

Speaker, Aimeliik Legislature, Aimeliik State Government (Palau) 

Thomas Schubert 

Honorary Consul, Germany,  (Palau) 
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Uchel Sechewas 

Chief, Ministry of Community & Cultural Affairs (Palau) 

Uong Paulus Wong 

Traditional Chief, Council of Chiefs (Palau) 

coc@palaunet.com 

Vicenta Idib 

Weaver, Division of Aging, MCCA (Palau) 

Yositaka Adachi 

Governor, Koror State Government (Palau) 

Republic of the Marshall Islands 

Ben Graham 

Consultant,  (RMI) 

graham.benjamin@gmail.com 

Bernard Adiniwin 

Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (RMI) 

bernardadinwin@gmail.com 

Deborah Manase 

General Manager, RMI EPA (RMI) 

Earlie C. Bing 

Communications, RMI (RMI) 

ecbing@ntamar.net 

John M. Silk 

Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (RMI) 

Additional Participants 

Aliti Vunisea 

Human Development Advisor, SPC North Pacific (SPC) 

alitiv@spc.int 

Amewa Yauvoci 

Manager, SPC (SPC) 

ameway@spc.int 
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Clayton Hee 

Senator, Hawaii State, Hawaii State Legislature (Hawaii) 

senatorhee@gmail.com 

David A. Orrukem 

Director, Marine Resources, Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism (SPC) 

chedelchei@palaunet.com 

Gary Kuwabara 

Director, OEA (USA) 

Jason Aubuchon 

Program Manager, Graduate School (USA) 

jason.aubuchon@graduateschool.edu 

Larry Goddard 

Consultant, Aloterre Consulting LLC (USA) 

lgoddard@aloterre.com 

Mac Dozai 

General Manager, NBK Corporation (Japan) 

mac-dozai@nbk.co.jp 

Majella Walsh 

 Australian Embassy (Pohnpei) 

Masahiro Murayoshi 

, NBK Corporation (Japan) 

m-murayoshi@nbk.co.jp 

Rick Solander 

Program Manager, OEA (USA) 

richard.solander@uso.uhs.mil 

Stefanie Brendl 

Project Manager, Wild Aid (Hawaii) 

stefaniebrendl@gmail.com 

Tarusila Bradburgh 

Pacific Youth Council Coordinator, SPC , Suva (SPC) 

tarusilab@spc.int 

  



 Proceedings of the Micronesian Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), December 15-17, 2010, Koror, Palau 227 

Trina Leberer 

Member of MC Steering Committee, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

tleberer@tnc.org 
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